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FIRST DAY. 

THIS jn<wt important and interesting Meeting was advertise^^ 
<aiiid announced by Placards^ sereral days before it took place ^ 
so that many persons of rank and respectability came into Car- 
low on the night prefions to the Meetings from the adjoining 
Qneen^s County, as also from those of Kilkenny^ Kildare^ and 
Wioklbw. So great was the anxiety for Tickets^ that Letter^ 
were received by the Distribntor, through the Post-o^Bce, re* 
quiesting that places might be secured for several Families of 
distinction. 

At an early hour on Thursday momingy the Methodist Chap- 
pel was erowded^and^at One o^clpck^the Earl of Aldborouoh, 
ihafiing heen unanimously called upon, consented to take th9 
Chair, and the business 6f the day commenced. 

Captain Grordon^ who attended aa one of this deputation fron» 
the Parent Society, rose and said — 

My Lord — I feel .that I owe something like an apolpgy to 
your Lordship and the present respectable Meeting, for jthe pro* 
minfint part which I have felt it my duty to take in the proceed- 
ings of the day; but the reason, I trust, will b^ satisfactorily ex- 
plaiiMd by the Resolution which I shall presently have the honoc 
to submit. That Resolution proposes, that a Society shall be for- 
med in Carlow, auxiliary to the ** British &>ciety for promoting 
the religious principles of the Reformation,^* and I need scarcely 
remark that such a Resolution imjplies a knowledge of the con- 
stitution and objects pf tbe Parent Society. These it becomes 
my duty, as one of its represeutatives, to explain to your Lord- 
^ip and the meeting. When I look around, my Lord, upon 
the presenfnumerous and most respectable assemblage^ and ask 
my^f the question^ what it was which brought them together ?— ^ 
and when I discover that it was neither an Act of Legislative or 
lefEci^lesiastical, or of Magisterial authority — wh^n I discover 
that it was simply itke intimation of a proposs^ to attempt the spi- 
rituai benefit of their neighbours and fellow countrymen — ^then, 
my iLord, I am reminded that I stand on British soil ; I am re^ 
mindeii jthat I speak juad act under the influence of a Constitution 
which is founded iipoh the principles of Scripture and the rights 
of ooiiscience. We have lived, my Lord, to witness the dev^. 
kipement of a new principle in society — the principle, J mean, 
^f voluntary association* This principle has armed the christiaji 



and the philanthropist with new. .and unUmitted powers of ac^ 
tion, and would seem to be cariyiia|^ as b'aok to the age of mira- 
cles:^ by the simple means of a penny a week subecriptfons. This 
principle, my Lord, has established in onr priviledged empire the 
most stupendous moral machinery which the earth ever sustain- 
ed, it has given birth to one Institution whieh^ in the course of 
little more than twenty years, has collected nearly a million and 
a half of money, and published and sent forth from its almost in- 
numerable auxiliaries, upwards of five millions of copies of the 
Scriptures in not fewer than one hundred and forty different lan- 
gvLBges, This principle has opeaed,.th(oagh the ciiannel of Mis- 
sionary Societies, a free communication between the bosom of 
every individual of every Christian denomination and the heathen 
world, and realized to our contemplation the sublime tmtOf 
that the sun never sets on the labours of British Missionaries. 
Bnt the principle of voluntary association has not merely given 
free play to the energies of our national chrtstiaiiity*-^it has es- 
tablished the godly fabrick of our religious institiltionS| notnpon 
the authority of a College for the propagation of the faith — ^nor 
upon an edict of the national legislature^ but upon the judgments^ 
the hearts, the affectrons^ and the prayers of milii6ns o? volun- 
tary contributors. The birth place, n^y Lord, ot this principle^p 
is liberty of conscience. We are indebted for its existence to 
the unfettered exercise of our judgments as rational andiporaily 
accountable beings, and as cause and effect mntaally act aad re- 
act on each other, we would now enjist the prliiciple in behalf of 
conscience. It is to the'Heformation as a Qanse thfit we ar6 be- 
holden for the existence of the principle— It is in the cause of 
the Reformation that we are now anxious to employ the disco- 
very. The Society, my Lord^ which I have now Ihe honour to 
represent, is an association of individuals^volnntariiy. united toge-: 
ther for the purpose of promoting the rel^ions principles of the 
Reformation; and one of its prineipal objects is to publish to the 
Roman Catholic inhabitants of this country,' their right to the 
free and unrestricted.use of the Word of God. It comes to tell 
them that as Irishmen, as British subjects, as professing Chris- 
tiims, and as morfdly accountable beings, they are entitled to the 
great Magna Charta of Salvation> and that every believer in the! 
God of Revelation is personally entitled to the Revelation ot 
God. It comes to tell them that every part of this Revelation is 
the gift of God to his accountable creatures, unshackled in the 
delivery by any condition or qualification whatever. It copies 
to tell them that the message which was originally inscribed by 
the finger of the Deity pn stotie and transferred to the door 
posts of Israel's habitations — which was registered upon plaster- 
ed obelisks elevated on a mountain, as the beacon lights which 
were to guide that nation on its journey to etemity-^whiah was 
proclaimed by Isaiah to the four winds in the language of ^f Hear^ 
O heavens, and give ear, O earth, for the Lord hath spoken^^^ — • 
which was uttered by Jeremiah iu the streets of a crowded 



dlfJK^— irhifill iiir«»|>ipe«ohed by the Savioor from the (op of a moon- ^ 
tdin, ittldad(lir6^^'(ddby hh succifessofs '< to all that in every place ' 
call. on..tb^ nsixw of r-thie JL^pr^ Jea^sJ*\ ^ It comes to t«il them^ 
that this ine«|sa^«i addressed to Irishmen also. But the Society 
would tell them> that it is nort merely the right and the privilege of 
thcf poor to'possesk ihc^ Scrlpttires-^it would tell them that their Sa- 
vioor^ias conunaoded they ishould search the Scriptures, and that 
the Scnptiin>4i wliieh they are oommtoded to search, are the same 
whicbr shall iqdge them at the last day. But more, my Lord, the 
Sodety would tell them, that they are not merely entitled to the 
possession of tho record of redemption, and commanded to read 
it, but that they are also entitled to the free and unfettered exer- 
cise of :their own reason, in the understanding of what they read. 
It would calf upon: them, in the laiigoage of the Spirit, to <^ prove 
all things, and bold'fiEist that which is good/^ It would point them 
to the exampleof the Bereans, who were more noble than they of 
Thessalonica, because they searched the Scriptures daily to sea 
whether the things taught them by an inspired Apostle agreed 
with the standard of unerring^ truth. It would tell them, that they 
are individually constituted the judges of what they read — that 
they are to compare the doctrines taught them with the inspired 
oracles of God, and if an angel from heaven should preach to them 
another gospel thah that whiph was preached by Jesus Christ 
and his Apostl^, they should reject his ministry and his mission. 
But, my Lord, the Retormation Society goes a step farther : it .pro- 
fesses to contrast the doctrines which are believed by the Roman 
Catholic population of this country with the revealed will of God, 
It holds up to the unprejudiced understanding^ the contrast be- 
tween the doctrine of the Mass and the divine declaration, that 
the. (blessed Redeemer, << by one offering, hath perfected for ever 
them that are sanctified/^ It.contrasts the doctrine of purgatory 
witht)ip declaration, that /f the blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth 
from all sin.V It contrasts the doctrine of saintly intercession 
and mediatorship with the declaration, that ^Uhere is one media- 
toi: between God and man, the man Christ Jesus/^ It contrasts 
the doctrine of imag^ worship with the declaration, ^Uhou shait 
not bow d6wn to them, nor worship them.^^ It would endeavour, 
my Lord, to direct the guilt-burthened sinner from the feet of a 
guilt-burthened sinner like himself, to hear him who hath said 
^.Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I 
will give you rest.^ Finally, it would seal up the confessionab 
and unveil the glories pf that sanctuary, where Jesus our High 
Priest '< is exalted a Prince and a Saviour to give repentance and 
remisi^on of sins.**^ — Capt. Gordon, then entered into a long and 
particular statement of the Society's plan and objects. Tiie fol- 
lowing are the 

OBJECTS OF THE SOCIETY. 

1. To enable Clergymen, and others engaged in promoting the Refor- 
mation in Ireland, to purchase (»uch quantities of Biblf'», TesiamentM, and 
Tracts, as the increasing winta of their respective parishes ana districts 
may require. 
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ft. To' supply ivldiniaaM and MsoeiatiMii.wifh tte aiCMU of eirtnhitiaf 
nleb iDsiroctton akid iriformation as may best meet the present cireumstaQ- 
CCS of Ii'eland. 

III. To ffnable the friends of the Reformation to defray tbe'ctpencca 
incarredf by Meetings fot reKgions discussion » and by the pablication of 
their proeeedings, for which nd Society at present provides. 

IV. To collect and circnlate authentic intelligence respecting the pro- 
gress of the Reformation. 

V. To ptODiote such modes of instruction as are best suited to the coim 
dition of the lower orders of the Roman Catholics throaghont tSie £mpiro. 

Capt. Gbrdon concluded by moving th^ following i^olution :— 
" That this Meeting cordially appi'oves of the objects and consti. 
tution of the * Britif^ Society for promoting the religious princi* 
pies of the Reformation/ and that a Society be now formed in aid 
of its tiew8» and designated tba 'Carlow AuxiHary to the British 
Society for promoting the Religibos principles of the Reformation.!' 

The Rev. Riobert Fisbbourne.— -My Lord— in rising to second 
the Resolution which has just been read, I da not wish to content 
'myself with the simple act of expressing my assent to it, without 
for a short time occupying your attention and that of this meeting, 
with some remarks upon the subject which has brought us toge- 
ther. An exceedingly clear detail of the objects pf the Parent So- 
ciety has already been submitted to you by the respected gentleman 
who has last addressed you y it wonld therefore be presumption in 
me to attempt to add any thing t6 what has been so fully and so 
eloquently explained, with respect to the " British Society for pro- 
moting the religious principles of the Reformation.*' There may, 
perhaps, my Lord, be some individuals present who do not know 
what the Reformation means : for their instruction it may be ne- 
cessary to say, that it alludes to that change which has taken place 
in the Church of Christ, when she was reformed from the errors 
which Popery had heaped upon her. These corruptions had in- 
creased to such an enorinotis magnitude, that in the beginning o^ 
the 16th century. Pope Leo X. who added extravagance and am-* 
bition to his oi her faults, set on foot the sale of indulgencies when 
his treasury was exhausted. John Tetzel, a Deminlcah Friar, was 
entrusted with the traffic in Germany in 1517i and he had the daring 
impiety to declare that he saVed more souls from hell by the sale of 
indulgencies* than St. Peter by his preaching converted tochristta'^ 
nity : and he had even the blasphemous audacity to say, that if any 
committed a crime against the Mother of God, which he was not 
ashamed to mention, but which 1 should blush to name, he waa 
able to forgive him. It was this unparalled e£F^ntery which roused 
the righteous indignation of the Germans;and God was pleased to 
make use of the preaching of Luther, an Augustinian Friar, to 
bring about in his Church the so much needed Reformation.—- 
Roman Catholics in this country endeavour to deny this sale of in- 
dulgencies, but travellers assure usibat little difficulty is experienced 
in purchasing them -, and it is notorious, that during the late Ju- 
bilee, bills were posted on different Churches in the city of Rome, 
announcing ** Indulgencies to be had here.*' But, for the satisfac- 
tion of my hearers, 1 beg to exhibit before their own eyes an Indul- 
gence which was procured in Rome by a gentleman of this county. 



Jffis own navit k speeifiad in tht body pf the indulgence abd ell 
Velatives to the tbiid degr^e^ to whom a plenary indulgence i« given 
under certain condttiona: and you may |)erceive in this column num- 
bers set down, and places left whel*e inay be inserled the names of 
any fifty of bis friends, to whom whatever benefit the article can 
confer is also to extend.— -This Society then, my Lord, would seek tu 
extend the religious prii^eiples of the Reformation, and to establisb 
within Ireland a true liberty of conscience, a liberty for every roan, 
without injury to himself or his property, to profess whatever reli« 
gbn he pleases, provided he discharges the d,uties of a peaceable 
subject— and it would endeavour to reform that system which 
studies to keep the people in ignorance ; and which by denuncia- 
tkms from the altar, by defommg the characters of converts, by 
secret and by sometimes opeq persecution, would terrify every in- 
dividual who dares to judge for himself in that which concerns his 
everlsstidg interests, or who would presume iir matters of religion 
to exercise that reason which a merciful God has bestpwed on him 
to distinguish him from a brute, and for which he shall 'accouot 
hereafter. My Lord, it calls on the Protestant community, especial- 
ly- the gentry, upon whom attaches so vast a responsibility, to come 
forward boldly to rescue their fellow-countrymen from their thral- 
dom, and uniting into a body for mutual counsel and encourage- 
ment, thus to take off whatever odium might, fail upon any imli- 
vidual who seeks to forward the cause of Reformation. It has been 
said, with what pretensions to truth 1 shall not stop to consider,, 
that there are at present seven millions of Roman Catholics in this 
country. It is an awful thoiight, to reflect how many of these are 
daily passing on to eternity, and standing in the presence of an of- 
fended God. And may 1 ask, are there not many thousands of 
them who are in the deepest ignorance i who know nothing of the 
name of Jestis, which sounds so sweet in a believer*s ear, but to bow 
the knee in outward reverence at the repetition of the name } Are 
there not many who are deprived of his blessed word, and know 
nothing of him but what they learn from a painted likeness or. ai 
graven image, before which they bow in prostrate adoration ? And 
shall we then, upon whom the light of God's truth in some degree 
has shone, not exert ourselves in their behalf ? Shall not we, 
whom God in his mercy has made to differ, endeavour as far as be . 
gives us the ability, to enlighten the understandings of our fellow, 
countrymen, and confer on them those great privileges which the^ 
religious principles jof the Reformation have bestowed on ourselves ? 
When we see on this platform, my Lord, persons much more com- 
petent to the task than I am, il caniiotbe looked upon in me as an . 
aflfectationof humility if I say 1 shall leave the statement of t be inoro 
important objections to the Church of Rome in abler hands than . 
mine. I bhall leave to them the religious part of the subject, and 
taking the more humble part, remark briefly U|>on the temporal 
evils which result to our country from the Roman Catholic system. , 
In the first pla<^e» it promotes early marriages, from the anxiety 
of the Priests to obtain the fees attendant upon the performance of 
the ceremony, and thus is produced a superabundant population, 
which from want of employment, is one of the chief causes of the 



fvcsent miicry'of oiD^'cxnintiT', In the nejdt' phlee, ' tKe RomaR Ca*- 
lliolic system prevents the children of tbatcomnninion from receiv- 
ing ««fiitable education 3 which by a systematic eitclusion of the 
Bible froaaer^ 8cbo(^ where the Priests eah Exercise their dpmi«- 
natioDi iralDi tip t<he children in total ignoraffce df God*s hoi; word. 
Tbeeiciwe given for tbk ift> tliat Iheobject of ihoiesebools where 
the: Bible Is taught* ii to proselyte the cHildreb from the Roman 
Catliolic faith; If so, • it is they al(tt)e are to be blamed who' have 
iiwentifd a system of belief which children cannot find -in the Worcl' 
of- God; When an ednchtion is given bf ftoman Catholic Priests to 
ihc' children of their commutaion. it is isucH aeeiHnguisheff the ener- 
gies' of their minds and makes tbeni. prfetfheii^ wretchedness at 
hiiine then* to seek abroad for the improVement' of their condition. 
We ftnd'therefore they have pot the coarag.e to em igi ate;, for of 
tlioee who have-gone tortile in America or in other Iand$« it appears 
that nine- tenths aire Piiotestants. But what is most'itaelancholy^ 
the Roman Gathblic system is mainly calculated' to keep its pro. 
lessors in> poverty. This is a point, my Lord, to which I would 
beg tO!call the especial attention of this meeting, ancf Liruatl shall 
make it plain by the following calculatioh. We have already noticed 
thai it fs said there are seven millions of Rbman Catholics in Ire- 
land* We will suppose (which indeed I am sure is not the case) 
that three millions of the^e are gentry and* shopkeepers, and those 
not able to work' ;* there then remains four millions of labourers, 
depending upon the work oiF their own hands. Now we will in- 
clude tradesmen of all descriptions in the number, and we may 
fairly say that. on an average these four millions of operatives earn 
nine pence a-day upon every day they work— nine pence is thi:ee- 
foorthsof a shilling i therefore these four millibns of people earn 
three millions of shilhhgs every day they work, and three millions 
of shillings is 150,000/. Now, Dr. Doyle said, in his examination 
before Parliament, that there were on an average fifteen holydaya 
on which the people did not work— consequently the poor labour- 
ing Roman Catholics of Ireland are yearly deprived by their religiorh 
of the power of earning fifteen times 159.000/. or, two millions, 

TWO^HUKDRED AND FIFTY THOUSAND POUNDS. If WC then add tO 

this, thesums squandered on these days called holydays. In drunken- 
ness and debauchery, which doubtless is very gieat, we will see the 
incalculable evils which the Roman Catholic system inflicts upon our 
country. It may be well to mention here^ that in France, which is 
more enlightened, though Popery there is the religion of the State^ 
only four holydays are kept in the year— -All Saints-day, the As- 
cension, the Assumption, and Christmas. Before concluding, I 
would take the liberty, my Lord, of asking a questiuu of my hear- 
ers:— What is ir, my friends which has brought you here to-day— 
is it a mere idle curiosity, without any further object : oris it that 
men to whom you lookup with respect, have told you the propriety 
of advancing the cause of the Reformation ? Or is it that some who 
assume to themselves a domination over their fellow men, have 
s^id that the project «hall not succeed, and who vainly imagine 
their puny efibrts shall prevent the diffusion of the truth of God, 



ft 

and that in the mere^pirit of party » ydu would come fonwird to join 
the cisiiBe we baxejn hand? Qx u it that ^i^oqgh Jttae merey .of 
God you hav« heeo directed to. the reading of hii<bl^ued: Word; juad 
that you desire that everyJndiYidual in thia land ^sihould.poMeM the 
same priYilege.which'youyeMJi^elves enjoy ? jif^. through the rpsdiag 
of the Bxijkv fiible« you ha/rd beeo led to aee ypurseWes Ipst ^innefi^ 
deserving the wnth of Qq4-to;be4)oure4 out on yoo j if yop halkrdbeeil 
broogUt to know, that i&themidst of wrath-God reoiefob^red.aiereyi 
and mnt bit. only begotten eon tp 84i&r on the croe^j tha[t whoeo- 
ever belieyeth in him iihouki notperith, bot have eternal lifei I 
9annot but admire your wish to bring ttqs f^ime gnmd.trptha to the 
knowledge of yopr fellow dinners and fellow countrymenj that.tke!y' 
also may escape the wrath tO]C0iAe,andbejpaade the moimnienUiof 
r^eeming mercy. Still let us/ei^pecutiat we ab#ll meet iwitJi op* 
position 5 it cannot well be otherwise. . We wanot suppose whet» 
man attempts to. rescse his fellow sinner,- tOrbring him firomdark^ 
ness to Kghtj aAd from the power of e^an.VAto God> tbatJUMS priotoe 
of this world will calmly sqflfer the invasioii of his. kingdom ivtith* 
out patting forth all his energies iand exciting all bis InstrjomeBts (H 
prolong his reign ofdarkness^ But though firm aod determined opi^ 
position shall be excited* i^ ehttll not intimidate him whoiheeohoBett 
for his leader /the great, captain of our sali»tion» end placed bimsetf 
beneath the banner of redeeming love. He will marcb oln. boldly 
througbthe land, ipthe l^th of it end tbebreAdthofir^.to plant 
the standard of :the cross m those placei bow ruled .cwec .by the 
enemy of mankind $ and in. perfect assnimnee of final ' victory;. /li& 
will endeavotff to enlist all. around him in the same christian war^ 
fare> and his language. to 4hem will be, '' we arejourneylogtotbo 
land- of the. which the: Lord said, 1 will give it you*' Come;thou 
with' us, and we wUl do thee good, for the ;Lord^ bath spoken good 
concerning Israel.*' Itia, tlerefore, my L^rd, because Icooekieff 
this Society adapted to the wants of my country^ that 1 feebly tof 
deavour ro advocate its ^use. And I would call upon every. Inkll- 
Yidual who hears me to come forward in the same gloriouiB and imH 
portant work, that they may be made the instruments of promoting 
the honojur and glory of God, and the welfare of their fellow men^ 

The question being about to Jbe put. from the Chair, ra^petson '.in* 
the crowd rose and said, he had some remarks to ofibr.in reply to 
the attacks which had been made on his religion, which he .wished 
at that time to submit to the Meeting* -r/.-t 

Mr. Gordon-<rl f the jGentleman will wait ontil t he basiness >clf 
the Meeting is gone through, we shall cheerfully hear whetever he 
may have to offer; 

The iierson then satdqwn, and the business of the Meeting was 
resumed. 

, The Rev. G. Hamilton-— I consider, my Lord, that every p^raoi^ 
is bound explicit ly io state some s|)eciGc g^XHind for ;his desire to 
Sf>read the religious principles of the Reformat icm amonglhte Mot 
man Catholic population of Ihia country. In stating this groukic) 
1 shall not have recourse to antiquated and controverted opintone^ 
j)uraha|l } dinw my o^rTattons irojn leafned ijNvka |naccfis}i}|| 
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hi the poor of this coontry. All 1 jhall uy will be taken fimni an 
ehridgenient of UieCbristian Dqetriae^ reWsed^ eoneeCei, ande^te^ 
bjr DoGlor IXi]fle> and dedicated to the ISuristlaii lloelriae Soeie- 
ties in his diqee^e 5 and myobfienraiions on this book shall be strict- 
ly confined to the' interpretation of JScriptnre^ or what they call 
SeripCUre. In page 11 is this question and answers— "Q. Why was 
Chrwi born between an osand an ass?— A. To ffalftll the wonts of 
thepniphety thonshalt beiinown, O Lord* betwixt two beasts.*^ 
—quoted from Abe proph^es of mliakuk^ according to the Greek 
ire^on called the ^ptuagint^ (and stated by a foriner error uncor* 
aected hy Doctor Doyle.) liet us obsei,ve liere.thei^ ijs a fact stated, 
9f*which no trace is tp be found in Scripture $ and then this facjt 
jwbieh hjid no existence but in some Breriai^y J^jcsnd, is .said to t>e 
suppfvied by a sentence Arom a Greek yersion, whfeh neither 
Churches consider' correct. )n t^us appealiw to H^e 8eptuagint, 
Doetor Oeyle has cbntniireiied the orders of tlie tB^nfft of Trent^ 
arbich dii^ecis that ^ Jiatin |f olgaM^^ ai|^ nothing bat Ihe Vulgate 
sha^ be used in any public f>Mit!t^iigs> leetWmgs* and expoaitkiiM. 
Vhe ,next covfitin what fi^miy ,call tjie bittoniMtotmtiit againal 
Doctor Doyle's \Chn^tian Doctrine* is to be found in ibe.Chs«>ter oq 
Penance* which|issaid to<be the fourth ^acnMnent. In a pMc^ing 
ehapter liaptisra Is said to be the jSril sacrainent— -jttipogh at. I^ter 
.aborted iHe JeWs* in the 3d chapter of i)ie Acts* nyiog* " Ifo pe- 
Auice and be bajiti^** Dbuay Terslon.— He^ pen^iioe j» putbejhvje 
faaptisin : and wcwtld any l^cmberof the chui|ch of Rome say to a 
Jewish 0t Meaihen proselyte seeking ada^klibn into the Christian 
;Chorcb> " ^o penaqee'and be bapfi^' — ikat hi* atail thyself of 
the Ibi^th sacrament* and then coine back to th6 ftrst. Yet this ia 
thel^gtiii^ whith the Douay verslofi would compel them to bold 
if tb<iy:.fitteoiptted to fbllofw the example of St. Peter. The second 
reason ibr deine fUen^i^ is given frooft Matt* iv. 17.—" Jesus be* 
gan topretch and jGo wf, do penance for thekingdkw uf heaTcn if 
at band.** Now if tlvey had quoted, the ^rictly parallel passage 
fiom St. Mark's gospel* they would hsve bti^h unable to support the 
doctrine of penance from our Liord's words t for he said at th^ 
same time* and in' t^e.same place* accordmg to St. Mark* i. 15— 
ff The time is accomplished, and tbii kingdimi of heaven isat hand, 
repent and believe the gospel.** The same cbnfbsion iHit ween pe« 
ibanee and repentance occurs in otiier pl^es of Sjcripturc/^ as* fajr 
example* ^n the passage just refSsrred to* St. Pj^ter ismade todesire 
the ^ew^ 5« to do penance and be baptiaed*** while* in the next chap. 
V. 19* he is made tossy* *' be psniijint and b^ .converted.** Thesame 
confusion occurs in other parts of the Pouay Bible* where some 
editiQtriii have peliamee. others penitence^ and others rjspentance. 
I may here remar|jc» tpat the Roman Cstholics have no standard 
edition of t|bj9$cHpli|^-rrthat six authorised editions have been 
collated* ano all sla are found to dtli^r. This fact was stated by the 
Irish Bishops In their eorr.as|M»ndence with Hie Oummissioners of 
|£ducation 1 and Dr. Murray's atlantion was oallad to that state- 
pent, but to it he never re piled. It stands* thereferei f«-c(m/««<^ 
fjjftt the ^ii^#fCath(illos liavu no itimltrd Dibit* Vjip shall nuiy 
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with your Lordship's permission^ pass to the so called sacrament of 
matrimony, which has but one Scriptural proof of its being a sa* 
crament — Eph. 5, 31, 32. I beg leave to remark, that the Latin 
word sacramentum occMTM in eleven places in the Latin Bible. In 
ten of tliese it it rendered invariably by the word secret, or myste- 
ry, whether of God or man— and that in the chapter of Cphesiana 
just Quoted, it is translated '* Sacrament/' solely for the purpose 
of making Scripture speak a language consonant to thotr errors. 
Thus in Dan. ii. ▼. 30. " Sacrament um hnc revelatum est," is trans* } 
lated thus — " Secret is revealed 5" iv. 6. '* Omne Sacrament um non 
est impossibile tibi**-— " No secret impossible to I bee." Again, 
'* Sacramentum regis abscondere—^' To hide the secret of a King." 
Wisdein, iu Q2^* Nesdrent Sacramentum Dei*'-— they know not the 
secret of God.** ^'Non abscondam a vobis Sacramentum dei**— 
^' I will not bide from you the mysteries of God." I Tim. iii. 16, 
** Sacramentifm Pietatis," — the mystery of Godliness." Rev. 
xvii. *^ Sacramentum mulierum,"-^*' The mystery ef the woman.** 
And in £ph. v. 3^. '^ Sacramentum hoc mignum e^t,** the passage 
is thus rendered— '' This is a great Sacrament." I now come to a 
charge, to which ii is impossible to refily, and which it is equally 
impossible to justify. In speaking of the honour due to Saints and. 
Angels, the second proof of it is stated to be thus. Rev. xxii. v. 8— t 
'* \¥here John did it," (though the Angel had once before wished 
him not to do it in regard of his Apostolic dignity, cap. 19. v. 10) 
*' and 1 fell down, salt h he, to adore before the feet of the Angel 
who shewed me these things." Who can deny that this is a proof 
that John Worshipped an Angel? cries Dr. Doyle and his followers. 
But, my Lord, will it, or can it,. be believed, that they have stopped 
at the end of this verse, and omitted what I shall read of the verse 
following— >'< And heffthe AngelJ said to me, sbb thou do it not, 
ADORB GoD.*^ Here is ground for asserting the truth of every«« 
. thing which the Scriptiire has declared false. Here we could prove 
that Abraham sacrificed Isaac. Here we could prove that Corne- 
lius worshipped St. Peter 3 and thus could we \ rove our Lord com** 
manded Judas to betray him, 1 have, my Lord, read many books 
of Ronian Catholic -controversy. I have found in them many per- 
versions of well-known facts : but this is the first time I ever found 
the hardihood of making, by a garbled quotation, the Scripture 
eanetion in one verse that which it condemns in the next. Can 
any one be surprised at my lifting up my voice against so glaring 
a crime, which, while it dishonours God, leads men to destruction \ 
For two centuries, my Lord, has edition after edition ef this self- 
called christian doctrine been read by the people and sanctioned by 
Priests f through the means of this the unenlightened peasant has 
been induced to think, that be was following the example of the be* 
loved Apostle while he is committing an act of Idolatry. 1 think, 
my Lord, 1 have made out my case, I have taken a book, published 
in this town # and convicted Dr. Doyle of sanctioning a mutilation 
of the word of God, which, unwillingness to offend, forbids me >o 
apeak of in the manner it deserves $ but, as this tract v^ill be in tho 
bands of most of the Roman Catholics present, 1 beg them to look 
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at page 51, and compare the text there with the text that follows 
in either the Rhemish or our Testament Having thus stated the 
ground? ot\ which 1 support this Society^ I think 1 may defy cod- 
iradiction of the facr^ or blame for the wish which that fact has 
excited in my mind« that every Roman Catholic should be allowed 
to act as the Bereans, to search the Scriptures whether these 
things are to. 1 will now conclude with my warmest wishes for the 
spiritual welfare of every Irishman, and I trust my brethren around 
me will pardon me if 1 recall to their recollection the language of 
St. Paul—" that the servant of the Lord must not strive, but be gen- 
tle unto all men in meekness, instructing those that oppose them- 
feives f if, peradventure, God will ^ive them repentance to theac- 
knowledging of the truth." The Rev. Mr. Hamilton then cob- 
eluded, by proposing the following resolution for the adoption of 
the Meeting :— 

"That ihe Society, now formed, consist of a President^ Commit* 
tee, Treasurer, ^creiaries, and such of the public as shall subscribe 
to \\s funds. 

" That all pepons professing a belief in the Holy Triivity, who 
. jfhall coptribute one Pound annually, or a donation of ten Pounds 
at one time, shall be Membeis of the Society. 

" That a Committee be annually chosen from the list ef Sub^ 
i&cribers, to transact the general business of the Society; thsit i^ 
meet once at least in every month.; and that three Members 09ii>* 
Mitute a quorum. 

** That an annual Meeting of the Society be held at such time 9» 
the Committee ahalldetermine." 

The Rev. Mr. Newcombe rose for the purpose of seconding the 
f^esolution, and said-^My Lord — The object contemplated by thia 
Si^Ciety, is neither clueked nor concealed. Though many ma^ op- 
))Ose it, yet I trust they will give us credit for sincerity and hones- 
ty of intention. I trust, also, that those who are engaged in cen- 
duettng id operations will be actuated by a spirit of luve, and that a 
manly candour will mark all their denizations and pursuits. To 
diffuse the grand principles of the Reformation, is the professed ob* 
ject of the Society — and as the Bible alone is tlie only rule of fallh» 
it will be the main object of the Society to bring e vet y doctrine to 
the stanilard uf the Uible, and to let the the light of Jehovah's word 
play u|K>n every dogma or doctrine propounded by evtrjr sect or 
part>— in other wnnls, to follow the apostolic rule, " to prove all 
thingH, and hold fiiat that which is good.'* Now, my Lord, it is ad- 
mitted liy all parliiiSi that wt*, at the firesent day, possess no au« 
tlieiitic wrttttn reVMlMtion of (iod't will, save that which is contain- 
ed in the Scriptures of thf* Old and New Testaments. This being 
the CHHC, it followM, in iho way of inevitable j-esult, that if any* 
thing be latiii^ht which U IncMpahle of proof from the Bible^ the 
feaohiTto of it, MN our l^itd ttpriikd, " \*itwU for tloctripes the com- 
inanHinf nuof wfn,"- \niUU\^, my l#'H'd, Htirijly is more self-evi- 
dent, than thtfi iill iht* tUui'»^*t of ull thi« ('OIiuciIh in the world* 
backed by Ihtf NMiM'iton ol^ mII Om' l'o|U-'« that «*vrr sat in Peier*9 
thaii, c;«n iirvrr mmKc » dotfif Jm ^rMpiuml, which in not contained 
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in Scripture. Indeed, so 9elf evident is this truth, that the church 
of Rome herself has thought it necessary to act upon it, and has at.- 
tempted at least to prove her peculiar dogmas by an appeal to 
Scripture. , My Lord, I hold iu my hand a book, entided " an 
Abridgement of the Christian doctrine, with proofs of Scripture for 
points controverted J " and, in the preface to the Reader, it is de- 
clared, that this Abridgement of the Christian Doctrine is defended 
and cleared by proofs of Scripture, in points contioverted between 
.Catholics and Sectarians. And here methinks, that if Scriptuie be 
appealed to for points controverted between Catholics and Secta- 
rians, surely it may be appealed to for points not conirovertec;!. 
Now, asthe Scripture only contains points controverted, and points 
uncontroverted, I^slaim for my Roman Catholic countrymen a rigl«^ 
to examine fur themselves the whole of the Scriptures ; 1 claim for 
them a right to possess the Scripltnes. Surely, if they are invited 
to appeal to Scripture upon points controverted, there can tte np 
good reason shewii why they should be debarred from th'aC^ portion 
of Scriptuie in which Catholics and Sectarians agree — here no danr 
ger can properly be apprehended. At all events, I claim for them 
a right to examine the Scriptures upon points controverted, for that 
right their Church distinctly admits in this Catechism. Let us now 
then, my Lord, in a* few instances, comparethe doccrine propound- 
ed in this Catechism, with the Scripture texts brought forward in 
the way of proof : and I shall leave it to the judgment of this meet- 
ing whether I shall not make out a case for the necessity of such a 
Society as this— a Society not claiming to force itself upon their 
Roman Catholic brethren, but inviting them to use their Judgment 
and reason — those faculties with which the God of heaven lias abun- 
dantly blessed them, in exercising a privilege with which their 
Nown Church has investei them. The first point, my Lord, to which 
1 shall direct the attention of this Meeting, is, the doctrine of for- 
giveness of sins, as set forth in this Catechism. Tbe question is 
a^ked, '' what do you understand by theforgiveness of sins ^ The 
answer is, ** I understand that God is both able and willing to for- 
give us our sins, if we be heartily sorry for them, and co4ifess them, 
and hath given power to tiis Church to remit them by baptism and 
penance.'* How prove you that ?---Oui of Matt. c. 9. v 8. where 
it is recorded by the Holy Ghost, " that the iBUltitud# glorified God, 
who hath given such {tower unto man, a:) to Dorgive sins, Chri&t h^^'r 
ing before proved the said power by a miracle.'* Now 1 appeal ip the 
reason of my Roman Catholic countrymen, whether this text proves 
that the Church has power to forgive sins by baptism, and by |ie- 
nance. No mention is made in the text of baptism or penance at 
all— and the fact of Christ's having wrought a miracle to prove hi^ 
power to forgive sins, is brought forward to prove that the Church 
has power to do so by baptism and peii^nqe. May I ntit Ubk, re- 
fering to this answer, whether baptibtn and p/eaance were cr«icititd 
for us ? The next subject; my Lord to which I refer, is, thdi of 
giviiig honor to the images of Chcist and his Sain«s. '** ''"^ ques- 
jiion, ** what other proof have you for the lawful, use of images V\ 
fha reply is—" 1st. out of St. John, 3. 14. whtre Chri&t apj)Voyji^ 
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the mak'mg and exalting the brazen serpent by which the Israel' 
ites were healed in the desert, and owns it ta b^ an image or figure 
of himself, exalted on the ctots. ^ly. .Because we read in 
Baronius, that famous Church historian, in the ye&r of Christ 31^ 
V that Christ himself sent his own image to King Abdagar> and made 
it also by miracle on the handkerchief of St. Veronica, and on his 
own shroud. Add to this, that the second Nicene Council, Act^ 7, 
anathematizes image breakers, that is, such as shall break them in 
contempt or scorn.** Now, as to the passage of St. John's Gospel, 
1 must appeal to my Roman Coiholic count rymen> whether Christ 
says one word of approbation of making images of himself ; but if 
we turn to the 18th chaf)ter of 4th book of Kings, in Douay Bible^ 
or to what is called in the Protestant Bible, the 2d book of Kings, 
we shall find God himself approving the conduct of King Hezekiah 
in breaking this identical brazen serpent, because the Israelites did 
bum incense to it ; and, in a note appended to this passage in the 
Douay Bible, it is expressly said, that Hezekiah did it in coatempt 
or scorn. Here then we find the Church of Rome anathematizing 
him for an act for which God honored him with the express marks 
of his approbation. The nex,t question to whichymy Lord, I shall 
call your attention, is, ** How do yoa prove it lawful to paint God 
the Father like an oM man, seeing he is a pure spirit, and hath oo 
body ? Answer — because he appeared to the Prophet Daniel in 
the shape of an old man,*' Daniel. 7* Now if we refer to 1st John, 
18th V. we shall find John the Evangelist declaring that ** no man 
hath seen God at any time j*' and, by further comparing Daniel, 7^ 
9 V, with Revelations, 1 c. V. 13 14, we shall see that the glorious 
person who appeared both to Daniel and St. John, was, not God 
the Father, but the Son, '' God manifest in the flesh." Here then 
again I charge the Church of Rome with a perversion of Scripture. 
My next reference, my Lord^ is to the subject of the Saints. Q. *' bow 
do you prove shat the Saints have pow«r to do us good } A. Out 
of Apocal. U c. vv. ^6. 97« wheI:^ Christ hath promised them power 
over us." ** To him," saith he, *' that shall overcome and keep my 
words to the end, to him will I give power over nations, and he 
shall rule them with an iron rod." My Lord, I am totally a( a loss 
to conceive by what logical deduction this tex.t can prove that the 
Saints have power to do us good." My learned friend who preceded 
me, has already remarked .upon one of the Scripture texts brought 
to prove the lawfulness of honouring Saints and Angels ; I shall not 
go over the same ground pursued by him ; but there is another text 
brought to prove the lawfulnees of this practice^ upon which 1 feel 
it necessary to remark. Joshua, chap. 5, verses 14, 15, is adduced 
for this purpose ; but if we caitfolly examine the whole of theeon«» 
text, we shall And that it could be no other than the Lord Jesus 
Christ whom Joshua w6r«hipped ^ for we not only find ihat he ad* 
dressed Joshua in the same language in which God addressed Mo^ 
ses when he ap|)eared to him at the bush, but that, in the second 
verse of the following chapter, he is pxprensly called "the Lord }*' 
or, in the Hebrew Bihlr, " Jehov^ih." Here ugain we find the 
Chuich of Home perverting the bctij^tuies of Tiuihi to support 
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their antiscriptaral practice of worshipping Angels, Time, mf 
Lord> will not permit me to remark' upon several other doctrines 
attempted to be sup(iorted by the Church of Rome, by an appeal 
to Scripture. From doctrines, therefore, I must pass on to the mora- 
iUy of the Church of Rome. The seventh commandment^ accord- 
ing to the Church of Rome, says, ''Thou shaft not steal.** On this 
sulyect, it is asked, ** When is thtft a mortal sin ?'* Answer, *f when 
the thing stolen is of considerable value, or causeth notable hurt to 
our neighbour.'* Here, my Lord, Roman Catholics are taught 
that they only commit a venial sip, provided the thing stolen be not 
of considerable value, or causeth not any notable hurt to our neigh- 
bour. What, my Lord, shall we think of such morality as this? I 
shaU only contrast it with the simple and beautiful language of Je« 
hovah, " Thou shalt not steal," and leave it to the judgment and 
reason of my hearers, whether such a gloss is not neutralizing the 
commandment of God. The last point to which 1 shall direct the 
attention of this Meeting, is, on the sin of lying. To the question, 
" When is a lie a mortal sin V* it is re^tlied, " When it is any great 
dishonour to God, or notable prejudice to our neighbour: other- 
wise, if it be merely officious or jesting, it is but a venial sin.** No 
Scripture text is brought to prove this notable interpretation of the 
eighth commandment, accoiding to the Church of Rome ; I, there- 
fore refer my Roman Catholic countrymen to Epheaians, 4. 25,*-^ 
" Wherefore, putting away lying, speak every man truth with bis 
neighbour :** and to fifth c|iapter, fourth verse of the sapne epistle, 
" Neither Blthiness, nor foolish tnlking, nor jesting, which are not 
convenient.** Now, as the Church of Rome appeals to the autho- 
rity of Scripure on these subjects, it is manifest that she foregoes, 
at least in these instances, her claim to infallibility. She puts her 
infallibility to the trial, and she impannels a jury to try her hones- 
ty and integrity in her interpretation of Scriptbre. Too long have 
our countrymen postponed the trial — too long has the prisoner at 
the bar of public opinion cried out '' not guilty." This Society 
now arraigns the Church of Rome of the crime of pervertin]^ the 
word of Jehovah. I call upon my countrymen to bring her to trial. 
I call upon them to try her by the Word of God — I call upon them 
to act the part of dispassionate, unprejudiced jurymen ; apd, after 
having diligently compared the doctrine propounded in this Cate- 
chism with the tcKts quoted to prove it, to bring in their verdict of 
guilty or not guilty. I am well aware of the intellectual facilities 
of my countrymen : I cannot for a moment doubt but that every 
Roman Catholic parent present mustbe anxious resfiecting the eter- 
nal welfare of his Children 3 I, therefore, again call upon them, both 
as they value themselves and their children, to try the Church of 
Rome by the standard of Scripture, and let their unprejudiced 
judgment and reason be exercised in bringing in a verdict. One 
^ord more and I have done* As the Douay Bible is difficult to be 
procured, not only on account of itb great pric^, bnt also, from its 
blight circulation in this country, being, (at least in that part of 
jtUe country where | jreside,) sopiething like a black sw^n ; ) wislji 
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to inform. 1117 countrymen, that this Catechbm gives them thepri- 
▼ilege of consulting the Protestant Bible ; for, in the l^th chap, 
treating on the Cardinal virtues, they will find, that the Protestant 
Bible is referred to in this Catechism, sanctioning of coarse, the 
use of it, in this most important trial. 

The Rev. M^. Newcombe having concluded, Mr. Michael Finn, a 
Roman Catholic inhabitant of the town, rose to object to the re- 
solution being put ; but upon being remonstrated with, and 
having been reminded that an opportunity would be afforded him 
of stating his objections when the business of the Meeting should 
()e disposed of, he sat down. 

Mr. Mayers (a converted Jew,) then rose and spoke as follows; 
-^My Lord, I have had the pleasure, during the last three months, 
of addressing various public meetings in this country. I have 
been traveUing, my Lord, from town to town, and from city to 
city, calling the attenrion of the Irish public to the present state of 
the Jewish people, with a view of promoting the cause of Jewlbli 
emancipation — that emancipation which the Son of God came into 
our world to promote, and ^hich he promised, in person, to the an* 
/cient Church of God — " Ye shall know the truth, and the truth 
shall make you free** — free from error, from superstition, and from 
bondage. 1 rise, my Lord, with peculiar pleasure on this occasion^ 
to advocate the cause of Catholic Emancipation 5 but although it is 
with peculiar pleasure, that pleasure is not unmixed With a deep 
feeling of anxiety and responsibility. Considering, my Lord, the 
pbject which has brought us here this day, I cannot but be aware 
that various and conflicting emotions will be excited by the obser- 
vations which will be made by the various speakers, in addressings 
this numerous and mixed meeting. 1 am aware, my Lord, tbaJt 
by some, we shall be charged with a want of prudence — others, 
probably will charge us with a want of simplicity and disinterested* 
ness \ and when 1 recollect, my Lord, the jealousy and suspicion, 
and ill will, with which 1 legarded those who would have broiight 
me to the enjoyment of t hat freedom which is now my greatest 
happiness, 1 cannot but suppose that the same feeling may be ex- 
<cited in the miudsof inany who are now listening to me— but i 
would desire, my Lord, to say, in the language oFa Jewish Refor* 
uier, and would that the expres^siou might be echoed from tongue 
to tongue, and from heart to heart, *' Peace — Peace to him that \% 
near, and to him that Is a/ar off. ftly Lord, 1 am a young man, but 
khy life, although short , ha3 been an eventful one — surrounded by 
many difficulties, temptations and trials. 1 have learned, nay Lord, 
to appreciate the bles8in^s of peacc^ and, did 1 not feel persuaded 
that we were n)et htre to prnniote the cnusa of peace, I had not 
been present here this day. It in to the wicked alone thei^ is nq 
peace, and that the eauha of truih in oflbiisive. U was observed, 
my Lord, by my dear friend who (IrKt addrevsed this assembly, that 
we were living in cxiniorilliiury llmrs. VVt> ure living, my Lord, 
i:i extraordinnry iluun— Hit* huuirtti mind has icccivcil a stimulus, 
unparalleled Iq the hUtoiy of niHnklnd— imuiy Hro nmnint^ to and 
^ro, and knowledge in liicreiking ) built is the glory of our agej 
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that/ mhilst the human mind is enlarging, the hea^t i^ also becom-' 
iDg enlarged — the real dignity and happiness, of roan is beginning; 
to be better understood. It is now admitted by thousands, that 
that dignity and happiness are to be found in promoting the glory 
of God, and well-being of man. My Lord, I rejoice to think that 
our own country has b^en foremost in practically admitting this 
truth. My Lord, I beg pardon— -l believe, by law, 1 havenocoun* 
try — unless indeed it i»a city which hath foundation, whose builder 
and maker is God — but if adoption, if afifeotion, if deep interest and 
sympathy, give any claim, then, my Lord, England is my country — 
Ireland is my country — Protestant England, and Protestant Ireland 
were the first to hold out the light of truth to fallen Israel — ihey 
have been the first to send forth the light of truth to the benighted 
nations of the earth. My Lord, 1 bav« lately been engaged io 
reading the reports of the difierent Institutions formed in the 
United Kingdom for the dissemination of the Gospel of Christ. I 
read in one of those reports' an extract from a resolution of the 
Bible^ociety in Paris, returning thanks for the blessings conferred 
on France by the Bible Society of England. 1 read an extract from 
another resolution of a Bible Society in Sweden, returning thanks 
to England for lighting up the spark of piety and truth. 1 read 
also a copy of a letter from India, mentioning the interesting fact» 
that the Rangoon Monarch, who formerly had persecuted, even to 
death,, the missionaries and agents of christian societies, had of late 
been so struck with the conduct of one of those Missionaries, as 
well as with the forbearance and good fait h.of our army, that he could 
not but attribute it to the religion which they professed, and that 
there was reason to hope a permanent iin|)ression had been made 
upon his mind, and that he and his court would become Christians. 
Ob ! my Lord, what mighty dignity does this cunfer on. our native 
country— on our ndbles — on our gentry— on our rich, and our 
poor — that they can thus unite togettter — that the rich can give 
their pound, and the \xx)t their pence, in promoting obj*;cts, by 
which our religion is thus promoted, and God glorified. Happy 
Protestant England — Happy Protestant Ireland — may they, my 
Lord, continue their labour of love ; and if opposition should arise 
from any quarter, may they imitate this Missionary, and this portion 
of our army, and cause our enemies to marvel at our forbearance 
iandgood faith— and thus shall the Redeemer's kingdom be enlarged, 
and our Father's name glorified. My Lord, we read with delight 
of the glory of British arms, and they have been glorious — we read, 
with delight, of the renown of our naval exploits, and Ihey are to be 
admired — we read too of our happy Constitution, the boast of Britons 
and the envy of surrounding nations. These, my Lord, will pass 
away, but the exertions of Great Britain to preserve the truth of God 
shall ascend as a tpemorial t)efore God, and when the day of visita- 
tion shall atrive, she will, I trust, be spared amid the tottering of 
surrounding nations, la returning, my Lord, to the cause of the 
Reformation, and the cause of Protestantism, I have to com|»lain 
of my Reverend and dear friend who seconded the first resolu- 
tion. He told you that the Reformation took its rise about two 
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centaries ago. Proteitantism, my Lord^ has to boast • fiar higher 
origin. My Lord^ I trust I shall be pardoned if i feel a little Taia 
glory in insisting that tlie 6rst Protestants were Jews. For seve- 
ral centuries subsequent to the fall of man we read of no Protec- 
tants. The wickedness of man and of the Church was allowed to 
accumulate, until it pleased God to raise up Noah« a preacher of 
righteousness. He, my Lord protested against the [Missions and 
appetites of man — he protested from tlay today, and fiomyear to 
year, until the measaiie of their iniquities was full, and the Churcii 
and the wot-ld, my Lord, were blotted out from the book of God; 
and Noah alone remain^ the representative of that world, and the 
representative of the Church. Again, my Lord, the truth, as con- 
tained ia the promise of si Redeemer, was set afloat in the world-^ 
another trial was given to mdn ; again Idolatries and wickedness 
aocUDOtilated, and another was raised up to protest against it, 
Abraham, my Lord, was called to leave an idolatrous family and 
an idolatrous nation, that he might become the father of the faith- 
ful, and in him the Church was centered. Again> in process of time, 
the truth of God was well nigh extinct, and the people of God> had 
Mien intodarkness and bondage— when another deliverer was raised 
np. But, my Lord, time would fail me to trace the progess of 
thia Reformation from age to kge, and country to country ;— - 
time would fail me to speak of Joshua and Caleb, who resisted the. 
whole people of God, and the whole visible Chtirch of God, and 
became the heirs of promise — of good king Josiah, who when the 
law was found, read it to the people, rending his garments, afid 
thus lamented the wickedness of those who had caused that law to 
t>e hid — of leicked Jehu, who Was instrumental in overturning ido* 
latry aud superstltion-^of Isaiah, who, surrounded probably by the 
luxuries of a court, protested against the wickedness of the Priests* 
saying, '* Oh, my people, they which call thee blessed, cause thee to 
err,*' Isaiah, 3, 1^ — of Jeremiah, who protested against the hypo* 
crisy and folly of those who exclaimed " the temple of the Lord-— 
the temple of the Lord are we,'* Jerem. 7< 34, whilst they des- 
pised the Lord of the Temple. Yes, my Lord, £zekiel was 
another of these Reformers — he was told to protest against 
the abominations of the Church of God, to '* cry aloud,*' and 
to declare unto Judah her transgression, and lo Israel her 
sins ) ^nd, last of all, my Lord, we read of Malachi, who was 

sent especially, mark it well tny Roman Catholic Brethren 

Malachi was sent especially to rebuke the Prieits, and to point out 
to them their hypocrisy, and Ignorance of God. U is said, my 
Lord, that these Prophets came working mIracUs— this, my Lord, 
is a mistake, I read of nn Prophets perfi^rmlny; inlriiolt«ii to establish 
their mission. They came, my Lord, depanulngaloh^ on the force 
of truth and the power of coniiciencf«-«<d(ipen(lln(( on \\\^ ^\Mt of 
God to enforce their message, lliit It U lima, my hurd, that I 
should speak of another Reform6r-*of aimih^r Ptutttniuut greater 
than these. The Son of God left Ihd glorlttii ofhlH V^Wm^ kingdom. 
Chat he might rotest agalnit (he voriuptlunn of iht^ Church of Gjd. 
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When asked by Pilate— '' Art thou the king of the Jews >** he re* 
piied-*-'^ For this cause i am come into the world, that 1 might bear 
testimony to the truth/* He, my Lord, appealed from the then 
existing Church, to the Scriptures | he appealed to Moses, and 
the Prophets ^ he came to give liberty to the captives ; he declared 
that if he made them free, they should be free indeed, free from 
bondage to man, and ^' if I be lifted up, I will draw aU men unto 
me.'* He sent forth, ray Lord, his disciples and hi? apostles to 
carry- on this Refjprmation -, and so decided was St. Paul in carrying 
on this Reformation, that he resisted St. Peter to the face, i)ecause, 
being subjected to like infirmities with ourselves, he had unguard- 
edly betrayed it. Tluis, my Lord, f have traced the career of Pro- 
testantism to the establishment of a new dispensation. For some 
time, my Liord, the Church of Christ was kept humble and com- 
paratively pure by trials and persecutions. At length continued 
prosperity brought with it inward corruption, and ddring sevei^l 
centuries the Church again fell into a stare of awful degradation 
and abomination. And again, my Lord, it pleased Providence to 
raise up men to protest against them — a Luther-raCalviii— a Cran* 
mer — a Ridley, &c. ;.men, my Lord, beset, indeed, with human 
infirmities, but still instrumental in the hand of God in promoting 
his purposes. Thus, my Lord, has the cause of Protestantism been 
going on from age to age, and will, through the blessing of God, 
y, go on till it shall be ^nsummated by the Redeemer himself, wlien he 
shall come a second time, " taking vengeance on them that know 
not God and obey not the Gospel*'— 1 Thess. 1. It is time, my Lord, 
I should state somewhat more precisely the nature of the Refor- 
mation in modem times. It is, my Lord, to declare that the Scrips 
tures of truth are the only guide to truth — that the Redeemer is the 
only Mediator, and the only Saviour-— that the Spirit Is the only 
sanctifier. My Lord, I am persuaded that these truths are the real 
foandation of individual happiness, of social order, of national pros« 
perity. And let us examine, my Lord, the history of our world, 
and we shall find that in proportion as these ti uthGf are cordially em- 
braced, there we shall find the dignity of man encreased ^and on 
the other hand, wh^reever they are obscured or perverted, ttiere 
we find moral degradation, and every evil work. My Lord, I have 
trespassed upon your attention longer thanl intended ; 1 fear, also, 
that I may appear too enthusiastic in the cause I am this day ad* 
vocating — but, my Lord, I ca^^e not to be called an enthusiast when 
promoting the glory of God and well-being of man. My Lord, ( 
Jcnow the value of the Scriptures ) during tour years their doctrines 
have enlightened me — their precepts have guided me — their conr 
eolations have comforted me— their promises have cheered me. I 
wish, therefore, my Lord, that othe^rs should enjoy them. 1 have 
felt too, my Lord, the blessedness of living in peace with God, 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. I wish, therefore, that others 
should also enjoy that peace. I trust too, my Lord, that I know 
somewhai of cheriilessedness of being . renewed froln day to day in 
the inner man — of seeing the passions subdued — and of being able 
through the infiuence of the spirit of God, to mortify the fiesh with 
9i*->-*T •"'-'""'' ^nd lusts. I wish that others should be brougbt 
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under the influence of that spirit. In concluiion^ my Lord* I would 
address a few words to my Roman Catholic hrelhren ; I would ask 
you who it is that are seeking your real dignity — we who say, read 
for yooraelves-^think for yourselves— ^-pray fur yourselves ) or they 
who say, subtait to us — think not-^read not — pray not ? 1 would 
say to you, my Roman Catholic brethren, is it true that it is com- 
manded of (Sod that you should read his Word by day — that you 
should meditate upon it by night ? Is it Uue that David took that 
Word as a lamp unto his feer, and as a light lo his path i and de- 
(^lared that it was purcw converting the soul ? Is it true thai the 
Saviour commanded men to search the Scriptures^ and declared 
that they erred not knowing the Scriptures I Is it true that the 
Apostle Paul exhorted the Colossian Christians, '* Let the Word 
of Christ dwell in them richly in all wisdom-^teaching one ai¥>ther, 
admonishing one another ' — and declared that the '' Bereaos were 
mure noble than those of Thesealpnioa, because they searched the 
Scriptures daily V Is it true that the A posiile James declared— «^' If 
any man lacketh wisdom, let him ask of Gcud, whogiveth liberally 
and upbraideth not/' Are these things true, my christian friends ? 
-rrWhat an awful delusion must they \^ un(ifr who. say to you, read 
n^t the Scriptures, put out that )a,mp, and quench that lightr— ityou 
need wisdom, ask not of God, bill of your Pries,t. Oh ! my ehriatian 
|iarents,take that word, it will teach you tp love your children, and 
to bring them up in the nurture and adnipnition of the Lord — give 
it to your children, it will counteract the ope^^ing depravity of their 
feature. Yes. my Lord, let i^difi^^ those Scriptures^ it will teach the 
poor to be content with sych things as they have^ seeing the Saviour 
lutd not where to lay his head'-r-that having the Goapel they are 
rich. It will teach the rich that without thijit Gospel they are poor 
indeed— it will teach them too the grace of our (Jord Jesus Chiisfj 
who though he was rich, yet for their sajkes he became poor, that 
they through his bounty might be ric^^. It will leach the afflicted-^ 
and who, my Lord, among usji whether rich or poor, have not 
some cause of soirovjr — to familiarize our minds with a &t^te where 
M(e shall ^uoger no more, and where we shall thirst no m^ore— > 
vi^here Goid himself shall wipe away all tears from pur eyes, ijind 
Mfh^re hate shall be true unityr—neither bund nor ii^ee— neither 
Jew nor Greek— neither male nor female, but where Christ shall 
be all and in all. Mr. Mayers then concluded by proposing the fol* 
lowing resolution for the adoption of the Meeting : — 

" That the following geatlem^n, with, power to encrease their 
number, and appoint a Treasurer and Secretaries, be reqjuested to 
act as the Committee for the ensuing year : — Hpn. and Rey. D^an 
B^n^rdj Reverend Messrs. VtrupUv Roberts, Wyone,^ J* Wynne, 
Jameson, G. Stopford, VVaugh, Downing, VigoJ^s,, J. Doyne^ J.. 
Ct^tpiaan, and Fish bourne/* 

The Rev. Mr. Waiigh — My Lord, 1 rise to second th^ resolution 
which has been moved by the Gemleman. who has jus^ sat dpwn^ 
1 do this, my Lord, becaubC its object is great and good : itis great 
in as much as it aims at purging our cuJMutry irom tri.or and f^lse 
rcligioo*-it isgou^iuiksu^ii'b ii^M mcaoa to en l.igtkti^n the darkened 
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nrinds of men by the circulation of the Holf Scriptdres^ And 
the principles of the Reforbiation. But, my Ijord, the history of 
ntitions and of the Church shevr, that man has seldom undertdcen 
any great enterprise successfuHy, single-handed. In all ages men 
have found It necessary to a:isociate for the purpose of mutuat 
counsel and mutual efibrt> in order to accomplish their end. My 
Lord« I do not eontempiate a reformation merely from the errors of 
the Church of Rome : I look at the state of a great portion of our 
population^ and I hear a reformation loudly called for. Vor, my 
Lord, I am obliged to admit, that profane swearing, drunkenness, 
and Sabbath breaking, abound in this country, and &om these things 
even many Protestants want to be reformed. I long to see a re- 
formation such as the learned Gentleman who went before me has 
described. I am sure there is not an enlightened mind present^ 
whether Protestant or Roman Catholic^ that will not jdn with me 
in praying that such a Reformation may soon take place in Ireland. 

The following Resolution was then moved by Capt. Vernon, and 
seconded by the Rev. Mr. Wynne : — 

** Thiat the unanimous thanks of the Meeting are due to the Earl 
of Aldborough, for his kindness in taken th^Chair, and his obliging 
attention to the business of the day.*' 

Mr. Cxordon rose and said, that although the Meeting had then 
as far as the Reformation Society were concerned, , adjourned, yet, 
that some Roman Catholics having expressed a wish to be heard, 
he trusted his Lordship would consent to continue to fill the Chair. 

Mr. tinn also concurred in the entreaty, and the Noble Lord 
continued to preside. 

Mr. Mic. Finn, who was at the further end of the Chapel, then 
commenced an address, but was called upon to ascend the platform. 
This he» at first, declined to do, saying that he considered his lungs 
8u£Sciently strong to be heard from where he then stood, but, on 
repeated calls of '' to the platform," he consented to remove, and 
said— My Lord, before I address myself to the topics which have 
been introduced here to-day, 1 must advert to the novel nature of 
the circumstances under which this meeting has assembled. Here* 
tofore when Bible meetings were held in this town, meetings^^^iy 
the way, whatever might have been said to the contrary, wnicit 
had for their object views similar to those which this Society more 
openly professes, those meetings were held in the Presbyterian Meet- 
ing House. Now how does it happen that the first meeting of ti>e 
Reformation Society is held in a Methodist Meeting House — and I 
should like also to know why it is that the gentry of the county have 
not lent, by their presence, ihe sanction of theirnames to the objects 
which these gentlemen have in view, I congratulate this county 
upon both the circumstances: the first I look Ufion as favourable to 
the peace of the country, and the second affords cause for still 
greater gratulation. The Presbyterian Meeting House was an- 
nounced as the place where this meeting was to have been held.— 
fCtiesofno, no.J Well, it Was applied for at all events, and re- 
fused by an £ngiish gentleman named Cox, a resident in this tovvn» 
who though a friend to the Bible is not a friend to Sucieiies like 
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this, v^bose objects are not alone not good, bat are calculated to 
disturb the peace of the country. His refusal to grant the use of 
the Meeting House entitles him to the gratitude of every Roman 
Catholic in the community. The next subject to which I advert is 
the absence from the Meeting of all the distinguished individuals 
resident in the^ county, whose presence, were they here to-day, 
could not but add weight lo the proceedings of the Meeting. Where, 
let me ask, b our last Chairman (Colonel Rochfort]«-why has he 
altsented himself ? I take his absence as a proof that he condemns 
the objects of this Society. His absence to«day will furnish an ad* 
diiional motive for me, as well as for every Roman Caiholic in the 
coui\ty to respect him the more, polonel Bruen, who has so often 
proved himself otir friend in Parliament, is also absent. Is it there- 
fore unreasonable to suppose that he too disapproves of this Meet* 
ing ? Colonel Rochfort approved of the. Bible Society, and sanction- 
ed their proceedings by his presence. Colonel Bruen did the same i 
but they both, indeed in unison with every respectable perscm in 
the county, disapprove of this Meeting, and therefore they are 
i^bsent.-^ ^Lotid cries of, they are at the Quarter Sessions.^ I. will, 
under these circumstances, turn round to the deputation who attend 
here from the parent Society, and ask them, should they not pause 
before they proceed further in their mad career ? Is it possible that 
they who are strangers can be as well acquainted with the wants or 
wishes of this county as the resident Gentry, not one of whom are 
to be found amongst them ? 1 would ask them for what purpose 
do they prosecute so fruitless a. proceeding ? For no reasort under 
beaveu but to give them an opportunity to pour out the vilest lava 
that ever issued from the mouth of a man against the religion of 
tbe'people. My Lord, I will defend my religious creed against the 
calumnies of any man, be who he may. Mr. Abraham, or Mr, 
Isaacs, or whatever, his name is, the converted Jew, tias been 
.])leased to talk of our emancipation. I will tell him that that eman* 
cipation formSvthe undivided subject of our thoughts when we rise 
and when we lie down — the whole bent of our thoughts, whether 
amid the busde of the day or the stillness of night, is directed to 
tl)e attainment of that darling object ; all our ideas are concen-* 
trated to one cardinal point, the recovery of our lost liberties. — We 
'look npon you as our foes— -you hate ourselves and our country*-* 

Mr. Gordon rose to ordet*, and requested that the Gentleman would * 
refrain from any political allusions. 

Lord Aldborough said mat questions of. a political nature could 
not be brought into the discussion. 

Mr. Fmn — l do say that ye hate ourselves, and that our country 
will be the scene of civil strife if you proceed to put your wild theo- 
ries into practice. 1 say that when ye admit that your object is to 
establish the principles of the Reforniation my position is proved, 
1 will tell the Gentlemen, however, that they are beginning at j: he 
wrong end. They do not show us that they have our interest at 
heart. Let them hist procure for us the removal of our civil dib- 
abilities, and then they will con.e with a better grace, and perhaps 
with better chance of successi^ to convert us. 1 ask is it not requisit^^ 
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that they should give ns some substantial prooC jthai they have our 
real interest at hearth Let them at thein^t of the throne, in a 
body> demand that our rights— rights which have been oDJUJitly 
withheld from us—* be restored> and then— f^ crm of order, order, 
'^^hair, chairr^politict.J 

f^rd Aldborough again interfered— after which, 
Mr. Finn proceeded.— I shall yield to the suggestions of the 
Chair, and not purbue that topic further. Well, my Lord, it comes 
to this — that they are willing to do us eternal good, but will not 
afford us any temporal a^istance. I intend asking those Gentlemen 
to whom they directed their advice— was it to their Rooian Catho- 
lic Countrymen they addressed themselves ? If so, 1 as one, wish 
to know what creed I am to adopt. If I ask one Gentleman (Mr. 
Newcombe) a Protestant Divine, who by. the way 1 charge with 
acting unfairly in the oianner be read the -passages from the Cate** 
chism?— he has one answer ^or me. If I ask Mr. Waugh what creed 
I am to enter into, he has anotlier answer for me, and so oa. Now. 
if they are not agreed among themselves as to which is the true 
Christian Church, I think they come with a bad grace to ask me 
to change my ci'eed, and leave me at sea with respect to the one I 
am tQ chose in its stead. I have stated that Mr. Ne^vcombe did 
not fairly quote the Catechism. With respect to the commandment ,. 
" thou shalt not steal," he certainly read one question and answer, 
and finding that, to his perception, answer his purpose, he stopped 
short; but if he had acted fairly, he should not have omitted any 
question or answer bearing on the point. Now, my Lord, ha 
brings that answer ^s a charge against the morality of the Church 
of Rome, and he led you and a portion of the meeting to sup(K>&e 
that the answer was, that stealing was only a crime when " the 
thing stolen was of considerable value, or caused notable hurt to our 
neighbour," Mr. Newcombe remarked what a contimst that expla' 
nation made with the simple and beautiful language of Jehovah— 
** Thou shalt notsteal.** Now, my Lord, in this same Catechisni 
Mr. Newcombe would have fowod, and immediately following the 
passagcwhich he read/ that unless the person committing the theft 
. made restitution, the sin could not b^ forgiven. I ask could that 
*' simple and beautiful*' command be explained more fully, more 
satisfactorily, or in more strict accordance with morality ? Now, 
. pay Lord, the explanation which is given of the Seventh Command- 
ment, in the Catechism used by children and revised by Dr. Doyle^ 
is, I think, most satisfactory. The child is asked,, '^ what is for- 
bidden by the Seventh Commandment^** And the answer is, " all 
unjust taking, all cheating in buying or selling, &c.*' and it goes on 
to state that he who accepts oi; takes what he knows to be stolen ta 
as guilty as the thief. The Rev. Mr. Newcombe did endeavour to 
make us believe, so as we did not steal to a great amount we were 
not guilty of a sin of any consequence ? bur I trust I have shown 
the meeting, that such a system of morality is not that which the 
Catholic Church recommends. The nature of the morality which 
has been sanctioned by Doctor Doyle, is far difierent indeed frond 
that attributed to him bv Mr. Newcombe. Now, my Lord, let me 



tsk tvho are thote Q^le mho ispne here tp instrDct as > How do they 
abow thai the lUAmaaton has anythii^ to do with Ghriflit ? How 
do they shew rhetegalar liak oonnecting them with our Saviour f 
One ef the gentiameti who spoke, traces the Reforamtion to a period 
of about two hundred years back, while another said that Noah waa 
a Protestant — i wonder he omitted Adam, who 1 dare say was just 
as good tL Prolartant as Noah* He was at ali events the lather of 
Protestants. -I will aak any one of them io show me a connexion 
between the Reformation and Christ ? 1 will ask any one of them 
to show me the number of Bishops that existed even seven years 
ago in any of ^he Hefbrmed Churches ? I shall wak a quarter of an 
iMlir for a refXjji.^ 
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llifr. Mayers here rose to give an answer, hot Mr* Finn requested 
that he may not be interrupred, and called for the protection of the 
Chair. 

Mr. Mayers said he got up, as he thought, in eompliance with 
the wish -oif the Speaker, btvt not tSt all for the purpose of interrupt* 
hvg htm. 

Mr. Finn then proceeded*— I defy any of the Reformers to show 
a regular suecession of Bishops. I will not wait to have a similar 
qocstion propounded tome, with respect to the Bishops of my 
etkorch, but I will show you at once the regular succession, in which 
they claim from Christ Irimself. 1 will take the ^* Tree of Life, or 
IheChnreh of Christ.*-— *( Here Mr. Finn unfurled k large piece of 
psrrnted earrvsBs, like a map.)-'I will read you its nature, and I 
hope Ibe meeting will indcdge me with patience. What does this 
|irofess to do ? (isaid Mr. Finn, pointing triumpbaatly to his painted 
Tree.) It .gives a history of the Chui^ from its earliest ages"-4t 
cpmmenpes with St^ Peter— it gives you the number of Popes, the 
OTimber of Cocmcils, the number of learned men, and the ages they 
appeared in, the number of tteresies which crept in since the first 
cefiftvry down to the present time, and there are fifteen or sixteen 
hundred of them at least. All these heretics, it may he remarked, 
were Reformers— they professed, as the Reformers of the present 
time do, to take their religion from the Bible — they have vanished, 
and the Catholic Church ha^ remained unchanged and unchangeable. 
Toihe loG^ of this Tree ia app«nded^ by way of explanation^ seve- 
ral passages of ^Scripture, which, with your permission, 1 shall read 
for you. They are illostrative of the text, if i may so call the facts 
which aretiereomblazoned— >they prove the whole truth, nay more, 
the sole troth of the Catholic Church, and place her where she 
ought to be, the mother of Christianity. Mr. Finn then proceeded 
to read several passages from the margin or off-shoots of his 
** Tire"— 4)iit— 

The Rev. Geo, Hamilton Interrupted him, and said that he set out 
hy saying'thait he was about to read to them texts from Scripture, 
whereas scarcely a syllable he had read was contained in the sacred 
Volume. 

Mr. Finn— i defy these Gentlemen to produce any Tree such as 

. 1 have exhibited »(o j^ou, proving their connexion even with Luther. 

New 1 have shewn the distinct connexion which exists between 
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our Church and Christ. Havejihey upcfitbe opi^Uc skieabewa 
any oooBiexkH) whatever between their Church -Mir rather ihe.Ra- 
formation^ for distioct Church or Creed, they api^ar. to barve DOQer— 
and our Saviour ? I have, 1 think, shewn this ^Mpoim^ that the 
efiects which fniast flow from the establishing a ^Qciety auch aa is 
Gonteimplaled^ must be of thwB most pernicioua natiuve^^ernicioua 
alike to the morals^ as to the peace of the couotry; What greater 
piroof aeed be given of its anticipated e&cta; than the sifiople 
facjt of the abs«)ce of such men as Cok>nel. Bruen and Colonel 
Rochfort ? They know the country weU» and if they supposed that 
evea iathe most remote de^ree^ this Socjety* could be benaficial ta 
the eoutitry> would they not, upon the pcesent occasioot^ have been, 
assisting at its deliberations^ aiding it by their counsel i and giving! 
W/^ight, by their preeence> to thie procaisdinga*? These m^, who 
hi^v^ come amojigst.us are strangers alibs to ua. and our wants* 
When the poor oian is hungry, where will they ba found to feed him 
-*-when he is oppressed by misfoiHune they wiU: not be here to givA. 
him consolation— when the poor man is afflicted with disease,, they 
wiji be far distanjt,. and will not. supply the means: for his ii^lier. U 
is true, they may leav^ him»,at their departure^ a Bible, but surely^ 
^prived of friends and relatives, and oppre^ed by disease and waul,, 
that of itself would afford him. but little comforts But,the:truth is,; 
my Lord, we.wan^ not their iQterfereoce^ we seek liot for their aid. 
Would not Dr. Doylct, think you, attend, this, shivering wretch 
who, stretched upon his pallet of straw, wcmid derive more con«- 
sQlatjon from a visit from his Priest than from, a host of Bible 
readers, and distributors of Bibles into the, bargain? Would not, 
I ask, the visit of Pr* Doyle, or of such aSibe^ under t-ha ctrcum^' 
stances I have stated, infusing, as he would^ iniP the mind of tho 
poor nuini fee linga of morality and religiop, proye mons efficacious, 
than the obtrusive visits of an itinerant, depulation paid by a So** 
ciety for -r-(Cri€«q/ no, nQ^-rWell, paid or Qot paid, it matters lit- 
tle. 1: view th^m with suspicbn-*-! deprecate this meetingr^l 
abhor the principles which, if it succeeds it. must, establish, ol'sf:t- 
ting man against man* We want no Reformation Societies hereti 
We abhor your priaciples. We only want your^aasistanqs to enable 
us.to obtain oqr Civil Rights. In points of d( religioiUis DLat^re we: 
must bo permitted tQ choose for ourselves^ The I^testigats of thja 
great County givi} no encouragement to this meeting. They are 
a^rare the interests of society and the peace oft the country cannot, 
bp advanced. by a< Society such as this ; and bemg- in>*chievous in its.- 
tendancy they wisely and properly stand aloof frc^m any participa- 
tion in its proceedings. Mr. Mayers, tbe:Coiiver|eii Jtw, has pass? 
ed a high eulogluni upon England. That she- is^appwcf ful country 
I admit ^ and her exertions to give liberty t« Gjr^eceentiile. h^ to 
the thanks of every ipde4>endant man. Bq( it 19 n^ tp lire^ce alone- 
that her exertions. in the cause of liberty hafe.-tM^ co.iiS|i^.. She 
has attempted to free Portugal from the gripe pjfilfft*nph power.. 
All 1 besejech of her \^, ths^ she stop not initheipursuitshf has com- 
menced, but that she^ extend tier exertion.s.in the cau^ of liberty iq 
thi^ country 3 and if she provC; herself aii.jgr^t ia Ireland at sh« him 
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been in (irecce and Portugal, then will a Reformation be brought 
about, more lasting in its efiPticts, more durable in the benefits which 
it will confer, than this or any other itinerant deputation can poe* 
albly accomplisli. / 

The Rev. Mr. Newcombe rose to reply — but Mr. Finn stated, that 
m vindication of his religion he thought it necessary to read a prayer^ 
to shew whM were the feelings towards Protestants instilled -into 
the minds of the Roman Catholics. They were taught to pray for 
them as well as for the people of their own communion. [Mr« Finn 
then firnceeded to read a lon^ prayer, but it contained no allusion 
whatever to any particular class of christians. It concluded by'aa 
invdcation to the throne of mercy in favour of ** all those for whom 
I OKg/^ to pray."] 

The Rev. Mr. Newcombe then came forward and said-^My Lord^ 
I vhaif preface the observations which I feel it my duty to make, in 
reply to the charge which the Gentleman has brought against me, 
tiy thanking him most heartily for coming forward. I give bhn 
All! credit for the motives by which he is actuated. He has a right 
as a Roman Catholic to defend his principles, and I thank himcor- 
dtally for coming forward lo.do so. He said the Society commenced 
its*4ai>oars under very novel circumstances. So did our blessed 
l«iid'cnmmenee'his labours under very novel circumstances'— so 
did St. Pau4. The enqniry made when St. Paul commenced his labours 
was, '' what, will this babbler say ?" 1 never heard of a Society that 
^did not commence under *' novel circumstances.*' The Gentleman 
has 'brought forward as a charge against this Society, that it liolds 
its first meeting in a Methodist Meeting -bouse, whereas he asserts, 
ttuKt the Bible Society have always met in the Presbyterian Meeting^ 
house. Now, my Lord, it does not. strike me that this is a matter 
of such greajt importance ^ in fact \ do not think it a circumstance 
that ought 'to jhave occasioned so much joy to the learned Gentleman^ 
fortf he had Ij^enat all acquainted with the proceedings of the Hi* 
bemian Brble Society, he ^ou^d have known that that Society began 
jtsjabours under what the Gentleman perhaps would call very novel 
circumstances, just twenty-two years ago, by holding its first meet- 
ing in ^ place of worship then deemed by many a Dissenting Meet* 
iogrbojpie. There were then I believe but twenty •one persons pre* 
sent, ^pd yet if I mistake not, the Gentleman himself has seen, 
since that period, meetings of the Bible Society in this tovin, which 
were attended by the reeident Gentry of this county, the absence of 
some of whom on this day has also afiTorded the Gentleman such 
hearty gratification. But surely, 07 Lord, it Colonels Biuen and 
Rechfert are absent, I heir absence does not prove that they are 
utrfriendly to the objects of this Society. The Presbyterian Minister 
of Carfow may not see the use of the Society, and therefore he hi^ 
a right to reft^^e |be oise of his Meeting-house. We do not fo|X!e 
ourselves on any one ; ond if hereafter he seesi that this ScKiety will 
prove useful to the country, as sute I am he will, then 1 make no 
floqbt but that he will give us his help. The Gentleman has called 
)f}8 creed the ancient creed. Is it, 1 would ask him, more ancient 
f ^aa the Bible } I distinctly stated the objects of this Society to be 
|g disseminstte the Scriptunis. Now if th^ Word of Qod be the tru^ 
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te9t by. which to fry Christianity, and that his creed is proved by 
thi^t teAt to b^ uhsciiptura^, ita antiquity wil) prove but a bad sub- 
stitute for ks want of truth. I shall pass over the political portion 
of bisspeech^ for with politics I have nothing to da He asks us 
what is our creed ? and I leply to him the Bible is our rule of faith 
and practice. The Gentleman brought it as an accusation against 
us, that we did not kneel at the foot of the throne in his behalf. He 
alluded, (suppose, to the throne of George the Fourth 3 but theirs 
is a throne before which> morning and evening, I a? well as tbe 
friends who surround me, do supplicate for my Roman Catholic 
'€Ountrymen*^the throne of divine mercy. The Gentleman asked 
whether it wsu to my Catholic countrymen 1 addressed myself, and 
he tben called upon me to show what Reformed Church 1 wished 
them io join. . I have no hesitation in saying that this Society does 
address our Roman Catholic countrymen ; and 1 think a<!ase.ha^ 
been this day made out, proving the necessity of such address ; but 
we do not call upon them to join any parUcular professing body uif 
Cbristians. The Learned Gentleman and I are at i^ue, 1 make^oo 
doubt of it, on the meaning of the word ''Church/' My views 
of the ^hurch of Christ led me to acknowledge . no ofrspn to be ia 
member of his mystical body, who is not '* washed and sanctified and 
justified' in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God/* 
Where any individual is thus brought into union with Christ« 
through the instruinentality of reading tlte Word of God or preach- 
ing, I have no wish to interfere with his right of choosing to which 
particular body of professing Christians he may wish to unite him* 
self. It is a question with which' this Society has nothing to do. 
We leave it between him and his God. Certain 1 am he will not 
join the Roman Catholte Church. The Gentleman next brought 
forward a very serious'charge against me— namely, that I had un- 
fairly quoted passages from the catechism in reference to 7th com- 
mandment, " Th9U shalt not steal.*' I leave Jt to the Gentleman 
himself to say whether it is not a fair deduction to draw from the 
passage, that a Roman Cafholic will not think himsitif gtiilty of a 
mortal sin unless the thing stolen is of considerable value, or causetK 
notable hurt to our neighbour. Thus what would be niortai sin in 
one case would become venial in another, and vice versa. It is 
true, as the Gentleman charges, that I did not read the answer re* 
lative to restitution 3 but what, I would ask, has that 10 do with. 
th€ sill being either mortal or venial ? That answer merely points 
out what is to be done when the sin is comiuiited. The Gentiemati 
then called upon us to prove, that the Established Churches are 
connected by succession with Christ. He must be aware, that until 
the reign of Henry the Second the Roman Cat hulic Church did not 
exist in Ireland. All I have to show in answer to the question put 
by the Gentleman, is the connexion between the £siabli&hed 
Church now, and that which existed in this country previous to tim 
reign of Henry the Second. 1 can, without any doubt, connect 
the Ministeis of the Established Church with the Ministeis antece* 
dent to the time of Henry, and having done this, 1 think the Gentle- 
nan's question is ans veered, ll is true a Foreign Latin Bishop^ 

E 
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toitlkfiy the Fbpe, did'^ at the time of the Reformation* send over- 
llishops to this country, but I mahitain they are not Iriah Bishops, 
though they attempted to usurp that character. Dr. Doyle is the 
successor to tRem, but not to those Bishops who existed antecedetit 
to^the i'vaite of Henry, zM who never tmre the yoke of papal sopre** 
ilaacy > nor to those who tltrew off that yoke and asserted the liberty 
6f the I)t%h Church at th)ft time of the Reformation. The Gentle- 
man, to prove the truth of his Church, referred to what he called 
a " Tree." I, for my part, v^ould have preferred referring to the 
Bible, the Word of God, lather than to a human c6mposition call- 
ed " A Tree.*' He then refei fed us to the Councils. Does he know 
10 what a size the proceedings of those Councils run ? Why, iby ' 
Eord, 1 have access to the Councils, embracing no less thab 31^ 
ponderous folids : there i» at least a cart load of books in which these 
proceedings are recorded, and does the Gentleman expect that laoi 
tb wade throuti^ them, or an^ I to have recourse to the '* Tree'* fbr 
tVuth ? 1 t'e^r him to tlie Bible for the truth, and 1 would t)e^6ech 
tite learned (ventlbman to examine and study it both fbr his cKiifl 
tihd his children's sake ; and my reason for doing so is, that' f knre 
kirn and desire tb do him good. I woul^ eseecb aiid etitreat of mt 
Roman Catholic friends as rational creatures, not to deliver up theii^ 
faculties to any man. Let them compare the catechism, and theteiti 
of Scripture which are given fii it with the Word df Gmd itself, aiMl 
Ihsy will then see themselves at which side the truthr lite. 
The Meeting then adjourned to the following day. 



SECOND DAY, 



The IVfeeting thin dby was numerously and respectably attended 
even more so than on the preteding day. A great many of the leading 
6entry of the County ivere present, and amongst them €>oloaef 
Bruen, one of the Memheis. llie tickets, as had been a;>freed up^ 
on the* preceding evening, had been fairly distributed betw^n' 
Roman Catholics and Protestants, and the Meeting was thterefbie 
composed of nearly equal ptirt ions of both Communions. ' ' 

At eleven o*cVick the Karl of Aldboroogh took the Chsnr. His 
Loidship said he hoped that every thing woiiM be conducted wirh 
the same order and propriety as had maiked the proceedings here- 
t^ifore, and having told the Roman Catholic |K)rtion of the Meeting* 
that they had not a more sincere friend than himself, his Lordship 
called on Mr. Meyers to proceed. 

Mr. Meyers^— My Lord, 1 present myself to the attention of this 
Meeting for the purpore of replying to the challenge thrown out by' 
the Gentleman who spoke in opposition to the proceedings of yes- 
fferday. He asked me to declare to which of the numerous sects of 
reformers 1 belooged, and also challenged me to prove my claim to 
be considered a member of the Church of Christ. Before I eAter 
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upon tlie iirooeedings of this day, 1 beg leave to.i>eply to on«.ar Imn 
^iiestioDt which were put to me by a Learned Gentlemaa whom f 
have great pleasure in meeting on this j)latfbrro. 1 hkve^been asked, 
my L^d. whether I wcsre not a protege of the ^v. Ix^is Way^ 
and w^etJier I was not with him at Nice.ftve qr six years ago, 1 beg 
leave to say 1 never jaw that <ient]6man, and that } never was at 
Nice. I am not ashamed^ howQT«r> of being called a converted 
Jew, for to be a truly converted Jaw^ I consider to be possessed •£ 
Che highest dignitj^and the highest happiness ^hat can be conferred 
ou man. Nor am I ashamed of being called by the qame of Abra- 
ham—he was '' the father of the faithful, and the friend of God**— 
and however formerly my feelings may have l^n wounded at hear- 
ing the nafne of Moses sneeriiigly applied to those of my nati«tn, f, 
have since learned Jbighly to appreciate that name. For jVXoses was 
a mi^n ^qf ,true dignity of character*— not because he was bred at 
Court and learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, b^% because 
being ^o, '' be ca^red not to be called the son of vPharaoh> daOgh- 
lei"-— esteeming the reproach of Christ greater treasures than thp 
rjches of ^ypt-r-'' and choosing rather to suffer i^fflicMon with the 
people of God than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a seftsqn." Ijf 
asHed, hovyever, under wl^t circumstances I came to tl^s country, 
^ni under what circumstances I have attended the various n^ting^ 
to which I have, alluded/ I beg to .answer that I come here ** free 
tram all nten)" and that '* 1 have made myself the servant of all** 
wherever and whenevc;r I hzvfi had an o|)p<Hrt unity of promoting the 
glory of God and the well being of man. I return, my Lord, to 
the question |)ropoaed to me yesterday, and beg to answer that I 
Sim a member of that portion of the visible Church which is known 
as t hjc Church ,of England^ and that I trust alsothat I am a member 
of (he invisiblii Church of Christ. Tnis distinction between the ii^ 
visible and visible Church is no novelty. It is fouod^in th< vs;ry conr 
«titution of human nature. The more we examine the l^piureS/ thf» 
m<ire we shall ^ee t his distinction insisted on. It pervades the w/itjng^ 
of t he Prophets of the Old Testament as well as of i he Apqst les ol^hjB 
New ; and one great object of our Liord*s Ministcj^a) wof k wa^ to ef u^ 
bliab this distinction— ot)e however which it has been the e^adeavojgir 
Qfthn^ Prince of darkness, the enemy of man, to destroy orobfcu^^^ 
This dtstibction, was enforped by the pDiphet Je^em^ah, when he. 
was sent to expostulate with the Jiewish People, and to say to theru 
^* trust ye not to lying words, saying— the Tei^ple. of the Lor4 
1-the Temple lOf the Lord — the T^mpjks of the Loid are thcii^.^' — • 
Jer; 7. 4* It was the great curse of the Jewish Churpb tl^a^ they 
boasted of being the Temp^ of the JUord, whilst tJhey fofsook th^ 
Lord- of the Temple, of being the children of Ahfahanv without 
having the faith of Abraham. It has been the great fanft of the 
Christian ChMrch, tha^ whi^^ exclaiming thje^hurch of pod, the 
iChurch of God, they foiysiook the God of the Chuf^^h. Again, this 
distinction was enforced by the Saviour of n^ankind^ when he ex^ 
horted the members of the Jewish Churchy-** K^ay npt wiihin your- 
eielves, we have Abraham to our father.'* And when he declared i(| 
«^ members of the Christian Chuf;cb^ ** Pjot cf^efy one ihi^t 8<»it^ 
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lUito noe, Lord> Lord< shall, en^er into the kingdom of heafen.** 
Again;' this distinction was enforced by tlie A|N)stle Paul when he 
declared that *' they are not all Israel who are of Israel**— that *' be 
is not a Jew who is one outwardly— neither is that circomclsioA 
which is outward in the flesh ] but he is a Jew who is one Inwardly, 
and circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit and not in the let- 
ter -f whose praise is not of man hut of God.** This distinction is 
enforced by thesanoe Apostle in reference to the ChristiaD Chuich, 
when he says that *' in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth 
anything nor uncircumcision> but a new creature.*' If I amasked, 
who are the members of this invisible Church of Christ !— 1 answer, 
that they are those of whom the Apostle Paul says, " that they are 
discerned of no man -,*' and of whom it is said by our blessed Lord 
— '' they are not of the world even as 1 am not of the world.*' 
Again, my Lord, if 1 am asked, what is the peculiar character of 
the members of Ibis invisible Church } — I answer, that they are 
united to Christ by faitb ; that '* they are partakers of his Divine 
Nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the wofld> through 
lust ;*' and that they " walk in the spirit,** and are '* led by tne 
spirit.** These are they which com()ose that invisible Churchy of 
whic/) it is said " the gates of hell shall not prevail against it/* This, I 
conceive, is clearly insisted on by our Lord in his well known dis- 
course with his Disciples', and to which 1 beg the particular atten- 
tion of my Roman Catholic brethren. In Matthew 16, 13, we 
read there that ** When Jesus came into the coast of Cesarea Phi- 
Impi, he asked his Disciples, saying, whom do men say that I, the 
Son of Man, am, and they said, some say thou art .Ellas, others 
John the Baptist, others Jeremias, or one of the Prophets. Uesaith 
unto them. But whom say ^ethatvl am ? And Simon Peter an- 
swered and said. Thou ait the Christ, the Son of the living God/' 
Mai'k> tay Lord, and mark it my Roman Catholic brethren, it uras 
upon this confession that our Lord declared him bkased, ** Blessed 
art thou Simon Bar-jona :** and why was he declHr^Kl^blessed ? Be- 
cause this acknowledgment proved him to be adopted into the fa- 
mily of God, and to have been born again. — " Blessed art thou 
Simon Bar-jona, for flesh and blopd hath not revealed this unto 
you, but my father which is in Heaven/' This, my Lord, is the 
rock on which the Church is built, viz— a spiritual perception of, 
and consequent union with, the Divinity ot Christ, which the Fa- 
ther can only confer, and which when conferred, the power of darkness 
cannot destroy. 1 cannot offer a better comment on this subject 
than that of the Apostle Paul, who says that " No man can say 
that Jesus is the Lord but the Holy Gho»t,'* or that of the Evangelist 
%vho says, that '*As many as received him (Christ) gave he ))Ower to 
become the sons of God, even to them that believe in his name, who 
are born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will 
of man, but of God/' If 1 am asked what lb the evidence of an In- 
dividual being a member of the Church of Christ ? 1 answer in the 
words of the Apostle John — '^ He that believeth has the witness in 
himself/* And again in the words of our Lord, " By their fruits 
<•'* ^ ^'Oow them/* lam aware that to many this language will> 
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seem mysterious— that many will be incliiied to atyi as was said l|f 
the Jews of old to the Pro|ihet Ezekiel— *' Does he not speak parn-'^ 
btes.*" Biit« my Lord^ it was \ti reference to this subject that the- 
Apostle Paul declared that— << th6 natural man reeeivetli not the 
things of the Spirit of God, for they were foolishness unto him i*** 
that therefore whilst he spoke wisdom to them that w^ere ferfect^ 
it was not the wisdom of this world. Having thus shown what ia 
meant by the Church of Christ, and who they are that ar^ membcra' 
of that Church, 1 shall now proceed to explain what I mean by the 
visible Chtirch. By the visible Church I mean the whole body of 
professing and nominal Christians. If it be asktd what advantage 
is it to t>e a member pf this visible Church> 1 again refer to the an- 
swer of the Apostle Paul to a similar question. Towards the close 
of his 9d chapter of his £pistle to the Romans, he insists iipdn the 
distinction between the visible and invisible Cherch^ and at the 
commencement of the 9d chapter he proposes the question, '^ What 
advantage then hath the Jew," or in other words, what advantage 
i& it to 1^ a member of the visible Church ? And mark the answer 
— *^' Much every way, but chiefly liecause unto them were commis* 
ted the oraclis op God,'* Yes, my Lord, it is an advantage to 
be born of Chistian parents, and to be brought wkhih the pale of 
the visible Church, since it brings us into contact with the oracles of 
God — with the means of grace —it ensures a scriptural education 
and the advantage of Christian Pastois, whose office the Apostle 
Paul declares to be '' for the perfecting of the Saints, for the wort 
of the Ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ.*' Having' 
thus shown, my Lord^ the distinction between the visible and the' 
spiritual Church ot Christ, I beg your attention for a few minutes, 
while I endeavour to prove that the Church of Rome has no claim 
to be considered either as the spiritual Church 6f Christ, or as form* 
ing part of the visible Church. Here 1 must b^g the itidulgence of 
my Roman Catholic friends. 1 entreat them to iisten to me in the* 
samesphrit ofattsction and kihdness with which I hope I am addres* 
sing them. That the Church of Rome is not the spiritual invisible' 
Church of Christ will be readily admitted. And 1 submit, my Lord» 
that she cannot be considered as a part of the visible Cbtirch, the 
office of whose fiastors and teachers is to edifiy the body of Christ 
—since she is anticbristian in her principles— ant ichrbtian in her 
doctrines— and anticbristian in her practice. 1 say, my Lord, she 
isantichristian in her principles. The great prtnciple of the Chris* 
tiao character is to '* to walk by faith and not by sight***- and the* 
duty of the Christian Ministry is to build up th^ Christian ^in this 
principle. This is constantly insisted on by the Apostles in all their 
£pistles, but more 'especially by the Apostle Paul in the 4th and 
5th c.of ^d Cor. and in the 8rh c. of Rnm, and still more strikingly 
by the A|)ostle John, I John c. 5th and lOth "ffweieceive the 
witness of man the witnebs of God is greater — because this is the 
witness of God, which he hath testified of his Son— he that* be- 
Iteveth'on the Son of God has the witness in himself." Now, my 
Lord, it is notorious that the principle of the Church of Rome is the 
very o|>posite to. that which we have de&ned. She ealis upon her 
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WMOiben to wmlkby sight ud not .by faith — she insists therefore on 
a visible hetcl» « visible crois»*a visible sacrifice, and visible images 
—and she insistSy too, oo the testimony of men, in direct opposition 
to the witness of God, which he has testified of his Son, that " he 
ttiat (lelieveth on the Son. of God has the witness in himself." Ano- 
ther great prindpleof the Christian character is, that the Word of 
God is a lamp to his feet and a light to his path. The principle of 
the Church pf Rome is to extiogubh this lamp, and to quench this 
light. Tie Church of Rome is therefore autichristian in its princi- 
ples. The fundamental dpciiines of Christianity, my Lord, I con- 
ceive to he — tl^t Jesus Christ is the ouly Redeemer and the only 
AlediatorT-and that the Spirit of God is the only Sanctifier. And 
I, (said the Saviour) when I be lifted up, will draw aU men unto 
MB. " There is pne Mediator (says the apostle Paql) between God 
and mail— the Man Christ Jesus.'^ The doctrines of the Church of 
Rome lead her constantly to place something between tha Saviour 
and the sinner — the Priest, penance, indulgences, mass, &c. Again, 
tjbe doctrine^ of the Phurch of JRome lead her habitually to over- 
look the work pf the Spirit of God in enlightening the understand*, 
ing and. purifying. the a^t^riions, and to rest in the op^s operatum* 
The Church of . Rome is therefoiej my Lord, antichrist i^ in her 
doctrines, and iieed I add, , that she is autichristian in ber practice* 
Need I contrast her proceedings with the declaration of the Apostle^ 
** That the end of the commaodment U love-— out of a pure heart, 
and of a good conscience, and faith unfeigned/' 1 could take yoii^ 
my Rofiao Cath(4ic friends, from city to city, and from country to 
country, and showypu how they have" streamed with Jewish blood. 
aod with Cbri9tian blood, *I could tell you of her indulgences^ of 
her tra^ckiog with the souls of hien« of her piofieuiation, of her 
blaiyihemies^ of h^r obscenities, of her abominations. Pardon me, 
dear firiends ; 1 say not ,thi&*e things to wound you— but 1 speak of 
those thipgs which I have lizard and seen. Can this be the Church 
of CSod— of which it is said, '* By their fruits ye shall know them.*' 1 
apeak as unto reaiionable men ; judge ye what Isay'* take the Scrip- 
tUires of truth, and pray to God for his H<ily S^ir^. He has said '^ Ask 
and }e shall receive. — seek and ye shall find.** And do you wish to 
know how yoii are to iinde»uind the Scriptures? The Apustle. 
Peter tells you, ** Laying aside all malice and guile, and bypociby^ 
aiid evil speaking, as new-born babes, desire the sincere milk of thts. 
word that you may grow thereby/* Before 1 conclude, I beg to say 
a fkvf words in answer to an objection that is gt-nerally brought. It 
i^ triumphantly asked by our Roman Catholic friends, how is an il-. 
liteirate p^i^son or a child tp perform an act of faith ? This question 
has been re-echoed and reiterated by the Priesthood and defenders, 
of the ^Romish Church. I kopur not exactly what is meant by an 
Jet of Failh-^bui if it be a»ked how is faiih to be exercised inde- 
pendent. of human authority, I ask how is sight exercised } Sight,, 
my Lord, it will be said, U to see ; so faith is to believe, and the 
iHte may be as independent of human authority as the other. Sif 
far, indted, from the restioiony or authority of roan t>eing necessa^. 
rv to establish this fait J^, thai St. Jobn actually con! FMts ^l^t wh^cl^^. 
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is ImiU on the teitiawny of men with thftt which is btiilt on the fes^ 
timonjr of God— declaring, that if the witness of men be rec^iTed,' 
the witness of God is greater. And what id this witness of God> 
The same Apostle tells us, ** ^e that believeth hath this witness 
within himself.*' This/ my Lord> is sometimes called emhdsiasni, 
bat I insist that it is consistent with the analogy of things. When the* 
blind man who was cured by our Lord was called before the Phari^ 
sees to give an account of himsielf, all be could answer wds-^ 
'' Wherao 1 was blind, now 1 see.**— So the C^risthin, who has^ 
been brought to see himtelf as a sinner, and the adaptation of the* 
Gospel to his wants and necessities as a Mien createte, and ho other 
is entitled to the name of Christian, whatever be hf» profession \' 
such a one needs not hoinan testimony, but has the witness within^ 
himself. Again> the Scriptures say—** Desire the sincere millc of 
the word, that ye may grow thereby." It may be asked, haw can 
We grow by it ? 1 Would also ask, bow do we digest Our food, att#* 
how dp we grow thereby ? and this Is a question which hasficrzaAeil^ 
phisiologists in etrery age ; and if we know not tho how and the 
why with respect to earthly things, shall we caTil tiecause we know* 
not in respect to hetvenly thiogii ? The more we examlive the Stri|M * 
tures of Truth, the more we shall ftid them adapted to the wknte- 
of human nature, and the capacity af the htmmn mind. Yea, my^ 
Lord, I do not hesitate to say, that whilst they contain stepping^' 
stones to the highest intellect, they are' adapted to the meanest ca* 
padty. Take then then, my dear christian friends, and may they 
lead your feet into the way of peace— ^may they deliver you from 
that bondage and darkness In which we are all, by naltore^— (hejr 
are capable of makifig yoii acquainted with yoursehes, and ac- 
quainted with God—they can enlighten your mind and purify ymir 
heart— draw forth the affections of the one, and give a new sttmulns 
to the eapacities of the other. Art habitual communion with God, 
through the Scriptures, will raise the tone of your minds /whilst 
they pohit out the moral diseases of the heart and the bead, they 
supply the retnedy, aini thus, whilst they will humble you to the 
dust, they will exilt you to the highest heaven. 

Counsellor Finn.— my Lord, it was not my intention to have at^ 
tended this Meeting at all, and when at a late hour yesterday I did' 
enter the room, 1 assure you it was not for the purpose of address* 
ii>g the Assembly. The turn, however, which the discussion took, 
induced me to alter toy determination ; and I beg most explicitly 
to state, that when I presented myself to yoor Lordship's notice, 
nothiiig was farther from my intention than* to wound the feelings 
of any person. With regard to the question which 1 asked tiiis' 
morning of the eloquent Gentleman who has just sat down, I am 
sure he wMI do me the jiistk^ to admit, that the enquiry was made 
CDtirteously;and I beg to assure him, that nothing was further from 
mf intentk)n than to hurt his feelings, or be guilty of rudeness to- 
wards him. If i have done either, 1 regret it, and 1 hope that tlii» 
will satisfy him. — (CAeers.) My Lord, in the observations which I 
am about to offer, I beg to disclaim altogether any wish on my part 
to wound the feelings of my Piotebtant fellow count rytnearf 1 re- 
aptct them too highly to interfere even with their prejudicest It 
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l>at if a^y things fall from hie of a dubioua eharacler, I hope the 
Meeting will attrlbate it more to the nature of the discussion in 
which we are engaged* than to a premeditated wish on my part to 
l|i^ anything of anofiensive nature.— »(CAeer«.) I can assure yoo, 
my Lord« 1 t^ink we are all born for nobler ends than wasting; our 
lime in discowions of this aature«-*the only result of which must be 
to produce discord in the land. Notwithstanding all that we heard 
of the oiiseries which afflict the country^ ipotwitbstanding the vkes 
which, hate been attributed to her sons, still weighing all thingf 
fairly^ I glory in the name of Irishman. The character of n^ 
country has been illustrated by, her sons in every part of the worlds 
Ia thecoiM|tteror of Napoleon we find an Irishman. In the Congres4 
•of America, Irishmen arer the roost distinguished orators. If, we 
look at Sonth Amerka yf^ will see her liberty sustained by trisih- 
men^ Look to Greece^ where the name of General Chnrch will (br 
ever be revered. There is in het no quarter of the . globe in which 
Irishmen have not distinguished themselves ill the cause of liberty 
and man. I glory in my country, and he must be a recreant wha 
doen not*«-*(Okeer»0 My Lord, the Gentlemen who hnve addressed 
this Meeting have abewft little regard for my feelings or those of my 
Roman Catholic countryment I was born a Roman patholic in the 
very town where I have now the honour to address you. Tothereli*^ 
gion in which I was born I am fondly attsiched, and being better ac^. 
quainted with it than the Gentleman who preceded me can possabjy 
be, I hope I may be excused if I see it in a di£^rent light from what, 
lie does^ fit; tells us that it iis mereshpw and ogtward display. Shall* 
I- inform him t»whal religioo. Fenelon belonged ? Was the religion 
of which he was. audi an ornament composed merely of show and, 
outward display ? The very charscter of the individiual repels the 
accusation made by the Gentleman against his religion. 1 am poty 
my Lord,' acquainted with controversy. I. do not wish to be sat 
Nay»> mo(e» I shrink from it-^I abhor it — because I think it has: 
added another to the already numerous^ catalogue of pauses wbiri^ 
have reduced this devoted land to its present state of degradation, and. 
raisei^. This controversy ftvas changed and soured the character of 
the Protestant landlord. It has made him in every sense of the 
word uncliaritable, and has dissevered the link which bound hin. 
to his tenantry. I can tell yo» it is not bahn but gall that you ex-, 
tract from the Scriptures. The public good ought to take prece- 
dence of the dissemination of the Scriptures $ and if the fmblic good 
were attended to by the Gentry of the country, Ireland would not 
exhibit the disgraceful spectacle that she does. The talents of her, 
sons, thefertility of her fields, tbecnmmodiousness of her harbours, 
ought to place her at this moment amongst the first of the nations 
of the -earth. But alas ! what a contrast does Ireland present be* 
tw«en what che ought to be smd what she is. We want not theology, 
but we want charity— without charity all else is as the tinkling of' 
a cymbal. Now it is because I don't think that this Society has fbr 
its object the promotion of charity that 1 oppose it. My Roman Ca«> 
thdio countrymen are accused of bigotry, but aie their Protestants • 
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neighbouni kcs so 1 I m\\ tell yoo a story of a friend of jeaioe^ Or« 
Dufiy, whq dining one day at the Duke of DeTQnshire*8> was ques* 
tioned by a gentleman presents upon the d^trine of exciusive sal'- 
vatioii. The gentleman said/ 1 understandpiat the Reman Catho* 
lies believe that all Protestanfs must be damned — but of course this 
idea mast be exclusively confined fo the lower orders, the higher 
and well educated portion of them can't believe such a doctrine. I 
heg your pardon* replied Dr. Dii$y> they all believe it, high and 
low alike— you take all the good things of this world and we are 
determined to take all the good things in the next. What interest 
I will ask do the leaders of this Society take in our temporal afiairs. 
If I find every one of the fifteen Lords whose names are set down as 
Patrons Of this Societyj without a single exception, voting against 
Catholu! Emancipation ?— •CCrtet of p^litioi, politics,) — I do hot 
wish to hurt the feelings of any person^ or to advert to topics which 
are irrelevant^ but I think I am well warranted in stipposiog, ^hat 
when I find men hostile in a temporal sense that they cannot be. 
friendly in any other. The man who refuses a loaf to a starving , 
peasant because it costs a penny^ and gives the 3ible which costs 
nothings can't be supposed at ail events to be a friend to the per- 
son who is faihishing. The Bible maybe good but you spoil it by 
the manner in which you give it<— 

*' Timeo danaos & dona ferenfes.** 
I see all the supporters of this Society are linked against the poor 
X^tholic. They exclude lum from all places of trust and emolu- ■ 
ment^ and then they give him the Bible to teach him to bear up 
against the indignities which they heap upon him. They say to 
him*^'* Tork, Jew, or Atheist is welcome here, but no( a Papist.** 
Ueie, in the regulations of the Society, they say all are welcome, 
whether they be Thumpers, Seekers, or Jumpers. So it is with the , 
Constitution, of which these Lords are such stipporters — all are wel- 
come except the poor Papist. The advocates of this Society say 
that the Scriptures are fdapted ^o the meanest uiMierstanding. St. 
Paul says, that there are passages which may be tortured by the 
unvrary to their own destruction. 

Mr. Mayers — I rather think the Gentleman means St. Peter. 

Mr, Finn, addressing Mr. Mayers— Well, perhaps so. Do yoiji 
recollect the passage, for really 1 do not— I am ^9t skUled in Eccle- 
siastical Law / / 

* Mr. Mayers having repeated the passage, Mr. Finn rj^sujqned* 
Well ! that will do very well. But the advocates of this Society 
say that the Bible is adapted to the meanest capacity. If this were 
so, what use have v^e of Bishop or. Parsons ? If 1 can understand 
the Bible as well as a Bishop ox Parson, why then, I'll be my own 
Parson. I'll pay no thithes — and then we shall have a portion of 
the tithes, as in the good old Popish times, devoted to the use of 
the starving poor. The Qentlepaan has said that the catholic church 
is of a pertecuting character, and wherever, it has power, there is 
freedom curtailed. If he tells me of'the atrocities which marked 
tlie reign of Mary, I will reply to him that she is and will continue 
to ,be execrated for the persecuting spirit of her reign— and Mary 
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WB9 a Roman Gatholic. But on the other h^ni, ff he feels disposed 
to laod the memory of the good Queen Bess, 1 will refer him to the 
aers of her Parliament, ^dshow bhi> that she toa was a persecutor. 
But the truth is, persc(*i(ition is not C(||Kp6d to any particular nation 
or religion -, and as well may the OenTieman say that we are perse- 
cutors because Mary was so, as we stigmatize* him asa petsecutor 
becanse the good Queen Bess passed a statute which enacted that 
any Catholic Priest f^tund instructing children sh^uMbe ctit up via 
pieces. This mild am) Christian -like law was enacted in the time 
of the good Queen Be^s, the great founder of Protestantism. Atro* 
cities lilre those I have described, all fratticemust condenn. These 
are not the doctrines which gofid feeling and charHywoiild inctil'^ 
cate. These, however, are the atrocities which took place, tnuae 
the wo.rds oF (he immor al Graitan, ** when Theologians were tear- • 
ing up charity by the roots, and were piHting each other with the 
fragments." I call upon every person h^e to abstain from theae 
puradits. The efiforts of any man or set of men mast prore usdeas 
to improve the s^tate of society, while the people contintie to be po» 
litically degraded— while they are stigmatized and branded as aliens 
in their natiTe land, and where <iven their religkm.caenot' find feir 
play. Gracious God ! who talks of the per^ecutiiig spirit of Popeiy 
being exclusively .con&ned to members of I hat creed when theF^d 
Code, a Code written in blood, is considered ? IVj^lnay be told that 
the (ZAtholics do so and so, and that they consider exclusive salva*' 
tton to be conOned to their sect ; but what dooor opponents do I 
Why^ my Lord, there is not a Member of the House of Lords or 
Commons who does not swear th&t our religion is idolatrous and 
damnable, or, in other words, that we are to be all damned.' I'do 
not believe that there is a single Roman Catholic in this room, or in 
the whole county, would swear that any Protestant would be damned^ 
Lord Aldborpugh— Mr. Finn, we do hot sweartbat any ouin will 
be dati^ned. 

Mr, Finn — My Lord, where is the diflerence betweeii sweiiring 
that a man will be damned, and that he holds damnable doctrines, 
the which if be do hold, he most certainly will be damned } Now. 
my Lprd/see how this damnable religion baS been encreasing in'an 
adjoining County — I mean the County of Kilkenny. All the exertions 
which have been used to propagate the Reformed religion in that 
Cpunty have altogether failed ; for in the year 1731, 1 find the po*. 
f»ulation of the County rated thus — Protestants, 7«&09— -Catholics, 
4^,000. In the year 1826, |f|er a lapse of 95 year^, how do the 
relative numbers stand ? Why, my Lord, the Protestants are 8,750^ 
while the Catholics in the same period increased from 4^^000 to 
180,000. This is a comical way of spreading the Reformation* 
Catholicity is spreading every hour, not only in the County Kilkenny 
alone, but throughout the Country generally. I hope, in any 
thing I have bald, that the feelings of my Protestant auditors were 
not outraged. 1 cannot be unmindful of the couriesy with which 
they heard me, and I trust and believe that those who follow me on 
the other side will be treated in a similar way by the Roman Catbot, 
lies present. The Gentleman has talked of the degrada^oi) in 
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wbieh France is 9tink ^but I ha ye been in France as well as he has 
and I declare 1 never saw i| happier, a more contented peasantry in 
my life-i^-no, not e?en in England. Now let us compare England 
n^tb barbarous Jrelandi and 1 think that in the number and atfo* 
cities of erioae perpetrated in the two Countries previously to the 
last Ass»sea»Jhe,balar\ce of crime will be found greatly to prepdn* 
darale.ui lairoiu of^Eogland.- Bui due allowance is not made for 
the politieal degradation which the majority of the people suffer^ 
nor is the Cathode allowed fair play — his energies are eramped^ bis " 
teulties are noit allowed to expand, and the effects which such 
causes must naturally have produced, ai« placed to the score of 
Iris religion :$ whereas the. political degradation in which the'Catho* 
lio.iaaunky if the fri^itful sourceirom whence all the miseries of this 
countryflaw.. If. we viutoally forget when we met the religious dis« 
tincCiona which divide us, and if the Catholics were allowed to wor« 
ahlp^ ihekCreator according to the dictates of their own consciences, 
ciDfihackled by ipulitical disabilities^ matters would go on very 
difierently in thia country^ That there are many Roman Catholics 
who are knajves; I must aidmit ; bvit there are also Protestant knaves. 
It is not so much to the difference of religion that we owe the mise- 
ries of this country^ it is, I repeat, to the political restrictions 
which are imposed upon the people ; and untM these restrictions are 
removed, vf^ will continue, and we must continue as we are> discon- 
tented, disunited* and unhappy. 

' Mr. Grordan-*My Lord, .1 wish the duty of replying to the speech 
which you have just heard had devolved upon some of the friends 
who accompany vne, any of whom, are much more competent to the 
taek than 1 ami butas they are for the mdst part Clergynten^ and as 
the Gentleman who has preceded me is a layman, they deem it moie 
prudent to remain back« and allow the statements put forth, by a 
iaymaolo be answered by a layman. I am conscious that this ar- 
rangement will deprive the meeting of a great gratification^ which 
tbey otherwise would enjoy, in hearing any of my Reverend Friends 
in place of me ; but, however, I shall, with your kind indulgences 
my Lofdf proceed to rebut the assertions made by the learned Gen- 
tleman who has just sat down. I cannot but admire the profession, 
with which he set out, and which, considering the topi<;s lie dis- 
cussed, hie adhered to better than 1 could have expected 3 yet { 
must be permitted to say, that the strain in which he indulged, wa->, 
not in every instance that of' conciliation. Jean, however, make 
allowance for sentiments which are strongly felt and warmly ex- ^ 
pressed. The learned Gentleman referred us to the celebrated Fe- 
nelon, as an example of what the Roman Catholic Religion was ca- 
pable of atchievjng^ but he forgot to tell us that Fenelon was ex* 
comaonkzaUfl'— he forgot to tell us that the. expies^ion of the 
very sentiments which the learned Gentleman so highly extolled^ 
procured fur Fenelon the anathema of the Church of Rome. The 
Gentleman dwelt with feelings of regret upon the altered api)ear- 
ance of the gentry towords the lower clashes, and he attributed this 
change to the influence which popular discussion had upon them-« 
that it iowerec) their characters and prevented them from indulging 
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itk the kindlier feelings of thcfir nature. Now I woold appeal to Ihcf 
^ndour of all wfaTo heit tne» and parlieularly I would appeal to Ibe 
6indour of the poorer sorc^ for they are the best judges of the foet^ 
Whether the persons who are most anxious to propagate the Scrip- 
tures, are not inTsriably toren^ost in the ranks of those who strive' 
I'o alUrviattf the miseiies under which the people labour — whether 
ihiey are not the most munificent in iheir charities, and whether 
1 hey are not distinguished above all others for the temporal comfort 
of their tenantry ? The poor man can best answer that question, 
because not a day passes over his head that he does not receive some 
henefir, that he is not indebted for some act of kindness to those 
g^'fitry who are anxious to propagate the Scriptures, and whom the 
learned Gentleman described as baring their characters lowered and* 
the kindlier feelings of their nature blunted. The Gentleman dwelt 
with great force upon the fact^ that oat pf the fifteen Peers whose 
tiames grace the list of patrons of this Society, there is not one who 
is favourable to the cause of Roman Catholic Emancipation. I will 
j&ot follow the example eet me by the learned Gentleman and so 
far transgress the rules of this Society as to dwell upon a poli- 
tical topic I hot what influence should their opinions upon the 
Question of Roman Catholic Emancipation have upon the subject 
now under discuAfion, the formation of a Reformation Society > 
The Gentleman says he must, so long as they are imfriendly to the 
question of Emancipation tKsing carried, receive every thing coming 
from them with distrunt. Is it rational, is it ibir, to stigmatize a 
set of men simply because conscientiously adhering to their princi*> 
pies, they are not found in the ranks of the supporters of Catholic 
Emancipation ? The Gentleman has said that when the Irish pea* 
santry asked for bread they got a stone. I am most willing to try' 
the fait by that test ; and in reply I would beg leave to refer him 
to the list of charitable individuals, who when femine was stalking 
through the laiid, desolating whole provinces, came forward and mu-" 
niOoiently subscribed a sum of four hundred thousand pounds for 
the relief of the sufierhig poor ; I would ask him^ at that period 
did the peasantry receive a stone when they asked for bread } No, 
he well Knows tiiey did not. I could point with triumph to the list 
of beneftictors on that occasion, and show him that the most labo« 
rious members of the Committee for the relief of the poor, that • 
those who subset ibed the largest sums, and themselves employed* 
the greatest number of the poor, were individuals whose name»*are 
connected with the Religious Societies of the country ; and yet be- 
cause those Noblemen and Genilemen did not* vote for Catholic 
Emancipation, theylaire to be held up to public odium, and stigma- 
tized as persons whose characters havti been soured,, and who are in- 
capable of ministering to the wants of their feilowKrreaturesI The 
Gentleman say^, that because many passages in the Scriptures are* 
liard to be understood, therefore, the people oughaeo lie kept from 
perusing them. We have a direct command from St. Peter to read 
the Scriptures, -and not one word of prohibition is contained from 
one end of them to the other. But the Gentleman thinks that if the 
l^rrptures were freely disseminated, the people then would be able. 
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lade wUhout PurB(Hit> and we should cojMequMitly get r^ of tUbftr 
&c. Probably be is not aware ibat where th^ Scriptures are inost 
i-eadj there Parsons are in the greatest demand. How will the 
Gentleman account for this strange anomaly— and wl&at is mor«, 
where the Scriptures most circulate, there will he also find. must 
written commentary upon them. So far, therefore, from the cir-* 
culation of the Scriptures doing away with the necessity of Parsons, 
it is where they are most lead that there is the greatest demand fur 
elerical instruction and clerical superintendance. The learned Gen- 
tleman has informed the Meeting that the ReformieitiDn Society 
mtist fail in attaining its object, because that in the Countj Kilken- 
nj, since the year 173 1> a period of ninety-five years, theciurrent of 
proselytism has been setting strong against Protestantism s and 
during that period the Roman Catholic population has nearly qua* 
drupled, while that of the Protestant baa remained stationary, or if it 
inereased at all, not in equal proportion to the Roman Catholic po- 
pulation. I would first remark that thisincrease may be accounted 
for in various ways besides that which tbe Gentleman has chosen ^ 
but 1 will suppose that the increase has taken place partly at the ex- 
pence of Protestantism } What, however, does that prove ? If 
the Reformation Society had been in active operation in th^County 
Kilkenny for the ninety-five years alluded to^ 1 shrewdly 8(is|)ect 
that there would not at this moment \>e a -single Roman Catholic 
upon its surface. Viewing the subji.'ci in the' manner which the 
learned Gentleman does, it arguts strongly the necessity which 
exists foir forming a Reformation Society to counteract themischief» 
and I hope; the County of Kilkenny will have it soon. The learned 
Gentleman has remarked that the Rooian Cat hoiks are Christians, 
and that it is Unfair to charge upon their religion the crimes which 
he asserts are traceable to political causes. 1 do not mean to say 
that the Roman CaOioiic Clergy positively encourage crime in their 
flocks, but 1 must express my belief that they negatively sanction 
the commission of.it by withholding from the penple all knowledge 
of t hat Word, the penisal of which would produce in their minds an 
«bhorence of crime, and would lessen its amount, if not entirely 
nanish it from the land. The charge I have made sgsinst the Roman 
Catholic Clergy is^ I am aware, one of a very heinous character, 
and requires to be supported by unimpeachable testimony. I. mean 
to support my proposition by authority of some weight, indeed by 
authority which all here mtist admit to be conclusive upon the sub- 
ject. 1 hold in my hand a pamphlet written a short time sime by 
Dr. Doyle, who was, i believe, at ihe time it was published, Pttrish 
Priest of Wicklow, and subsequently of Bray. Mr. Doyle, in speak-* 
ing of the general state of morals in the, County Wicklow— a Coun- 
ty by the way which is less stained by atrocities than almost any 
other— remarks, " How few, comparatively speaking, will you 
find able to give a tolerahie account ' of ihe faith that is in them/ 
or who properly understancT those moral and religious duties which 
saving faith obliges them to fulfil ? Very few indeed. And if you 
will examine into their conduct you perceive at on^e the fatal con-, 
sequences of ignorance in flagrant habi(s of cursing, swearing; blasi* 
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plieiny, detraction^ kwdness^ dninkenness, rioting, theft, the ndotft 
seaixlalous vidlatkio of the Sabbat b> together with numerous in* 
stances of more ootrageoue crimes." Again, " To relleet that so 
great a portion of time is not only not usefully, but most perniciouaJ 
ly employed, is extremely distressing. The less disorderly are in the 
habit of loitering during these hours* in their cabins, or in th« 
hedges, when the seaaon permits ; but the greater number assem«* 
ble in one or other of the meanest and least repotaUe homes in 
their neighbourhood, where the «Tening is generally spent in play-t 
fng cards, in indeeent diversions, lewd sungs, obscene convena" 
tions, and the Hke irregularities. But if a wake, or a dance, the 
favourite scmie of amusement, be within reach, the youth of t>otb 
sexes flock thither from a considerable diatance, where the greater 
part of the night is spent in such sports and amusements as'aro 
shockmg to comoion decency, utterly destructive of mwality and 
religioDi and are better suited to a company of bacbanalians then 
an assembly of Christians.'* One more passage. Speaking of t4ie 
manner in which the Sabbath is observed, he says. ** The Sabbath 
abo affords ample opportunities for reading and reflection ; yet that 
sacred day is impatiently expected through the week, not for the 
purposes intended by its divine institutor, of repairingiiy rest, and 
religious exercises, the injiiries which labour, solicitude, tempta** 
lion, and inflrniity, may have done to soul and body. No. It is 
desired by the greatest number, on account of the opportunities it 
in l>articular brings of indulging in idleness, in dnmkenness, in 
rioting, in turbulent sports, such as football, handball, hurling,* 
&c., in dancing, in gosi»iping,'ye8, and in ribaldry, seduction, and 
intrigue, which to the great scandal 6f our reiigioii> the reproacb 
of our people, and the shame of our country, are the pursuits 1^ 
which the day of -God is peculiarly distinguished.'* — Now, mf 
L'>rd9 I htive drawn a picture of society for you, a parallel towhid^ 
1 do believe is not to be found in any christian country ; but, mf 
Lord, yon are not indebted to me for the colouring. The truth of 
the facts I have stated do hot rest upon PrDtestant authority ; we a»> 
indebted for the intelligence to a Roman Catholic Clergyman. In 
this state of society, in this moral chaos, exhibiting sneh a conflict 
of vice in a state of active fbrmentation, the learned Divine whO' 
has placed in array before us this disgusting exhibition of enormity ,^' 
has not failed to attribute it to a cause.— *Now for the cause. Dr«' 
Doyle says—" I believe that ninety-nine in every hundred Iriab 
Catholics, who would freely shed their blood for their foith,* are 
living in the habits of such vice, as St. Paul assures us exclude one 
from the Kingdom of God ; and yet those very persons expect sal- 
vation with as much confidence as St. Paul himself, who was un-: 
conscious of transgression/* We had before, my Lord, a general* 
display of vice— now we have a grouping of character— a black clas- 
sification of crime— ninety-nine in every hundred living in^ such a 
state of sin as he describes, expect salvation with as much confidence 
ks St. Paul. What a picture of society does this Roman Catholic 
Priest place before us. *' Whence this great inconbistency," he 
continues, and well may he ask the question, *^ Whence this great 
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iDCODsUtency, but that belnp; ignorant ol the duties which the 
Christian law prescribes, tbty offend without scruple, and fondlf 
rely on abstract faith and sacraments, as if these alope were suificient ^ 
to save a wilful sinner*"— ^ Here, my Lord, a Roman Catholic 
Clergyman of high authority says, that although the peasantry are 
living in astate of the greatest vice, they are still as sure of salvation 
a& Si. PauU and to what cause does heattribnte this strange order of 
things } Why, my Lord, to a reliance onabsU'act fiBpth.aad sacra- 
ments. He tells us that this frightful stat^ of society is not trace- 
able to political causes, and he surely is as competent a judge as 
either of the Roman Catholic Gentleoien who spoke atthis meeting. 
He does not attribute this state of things to the dissemination «f 
the Bible, nor yet to the state of the law. No my Lord, he tells itt 
candour, in honesty, and manliness, that it is not to any of these 
causes the ills which afflict the land are attributable* but that on the. 
privileges and immunities granted by the Roman CathpFic Ch.uroh» 
the superstitions of Ireland rest, and consequently the Roman Ca*- 
tbolic Religion is the primary cause of ali laddress myaelf to my 
Roman Catholic auditors with earnestness and sincerity, when I 
tell tbeiki that they are resting their etemalsalvation upon a foun- 
dation of sand. They may be as the Hindoo or^be Hottentot, igno- 
rant of the Word of Life > but the Roman Catholic Church would have- 
them believe, that resting upon a nominal profiessioa of i^itb will 
ensure their salvation. In mercy, my friends, t^ your own souls, 
I call upon you to ask yourselves can this betcue ? ;It is high time 
for you to inquire whether the faith you hold he.or be aot the laith 
of the Qo&pel. I charge the Roman ' Catholic Clergy with wilfullf 
keeping the people in darkness, with withholding from them nol 
only scriptural knowledge, but education of any description, and' 
as this is a very ioiportant position which I have laid down, I feel I 
should be a calumniator of the Roman Catholic Clergy, if I did not 
establish the truth of my position in the clearest manner tp- every: 
unprejudiced mind. The additional facts to which-l mean, my Lord» 
to draw your attention, shall be derived solely from Roman pitfio-. 
lie authority. I have shewn you the pictureof society by oqe qf thp 
Roman Catholic Pastors, and I shall proceed ^)el^plain the anoipaly 
which presented itself to his eyes, of the people rel)ing upon abr 
stract faith and sacraments for theif salvation. Kducatiun h^ beeiir 
until within a few years, totally neglected in Ireland, and it was 
not until a stir was made by the religious societies, thcit the Roman. 
Catholic Clergy even thought Of the necessity of teaching the pe€^. 
pie. I would refer to the state of education in this country abou^ 
twenty or thirty years ago. JiVhy, my I/>rd, at that period not one. 
in ten persons could read; and in the elder classes of the present 
time the proportion still holds. • I wi|l prove to you that the Clergy 
not only neglected the duty of instructing the people original ly^ 
iMJt that when the Protestants undertook to supply the lack of ser- 
vice, the Priests not only did not co-operate with tiieiq, but cfid 
everything in their power to keep the children in as great a state of 
ignorance as they had kept their parents. To shew that it was their 
yt\^U to keep the light of education from the people, I can Pfuv^ 
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}\im ftict tW In many instBDccfl where schools were set tip by Piro- 
fesUnts, the Priests were satisfied first with watching the progreti 
of these schools, and when they found that the peasantry sent their 
t^hildren to be inst ructed, then, and not till then, were Roman €a* 
thoWc Schools 0}»ened. . J wHl aot dwell upon the system of ^ticsl- 
tion which was pursued at these schools, nor shall t advert to the 
means that were used for abstracting the children from the Pi^esl- 
ant schools. It wjU be sufficient for me to state, and I can prove it 
if necessary, in order to establish my charge against the Priests, o^ 
wishing to keep the peOf>Ie in ignorance, that the moment they 
succeeded in.causing the children to be withdrawn from the aehools^ 
which were under the sui^erintendance of Protestants, that xnomcfit 
the Roman Catholic schools were abandoned. 1 am not asserting 
these facts upon niy own knowledge— I am not resting theeupport- 
df my cpse ,upon niy own assertion. I rest my proofs upon the teati-* 
mony, nay, more, upon tlie oaths of Roman Catholic Clergymen' 
themselves. The Commissioners of Education Inquiry, previously 
to their .entering uptMv their labours, addressed a circolar to every 
Clergyman, Prqteslant to well as Roman Catholic, in the kingdom, 
^requiring t.Q be furnished with a return of the numl>er of schools in 
eabh parish, with the number of children receiving education at 
tliem* The returns were received, and the troth ofthem in every 
instance vouched Ufion oath. We therefore have an exact account 
of the number of schools under Roman Catholic Patrons and the 
number Ujndcr Protestant. It appears in the second Repcnrt of the 
iConmilasioners that there weh! altogether in the various districts of 
Ireland; ljl|89S schools^and ilt these schools there were 568,964 
children receiving edtication.— It m^ould be an interesting question 
to discover what propcniion of these childi^en were educated in schools 
]\|inder the Roaiia^n Catnolic Priesthood. JPive-siiths of the poptiU* 
tion are ^man Catholics, and therefore it would not he unreasona- 
ble to suppo^ that j^vie-si^ths of the aggregate number of children 
were reeeiying education at their hands. How does the fact turn 
out, however ^— Why, at the time the return was made, the num- 
ber of schools under the sii])ertnteadance of the Roman Catholic- 
Priests, amotinted to 35^— while the number of children receiving 
Education at them amounted to only 33,5^9 of an aggregate of 
56*6,964. This calculajtion, my Lord, t» not mine, it is taken from 
documents vouched by the oaths of Roman Catholic Clergymen 
themselves, put the proportion which the Prhests claim here is 
even more than they are entitled to, because it is a well asscertained 
fact that previously to the Commissioners entering upon their tour 
of inspection, a simultaneous exertion was made by the Priests to 
detach the children from the Protestant Schools, in order to make 
an exhibition of their strength, and by proving to the Commission- 
ers the influence whi;ch they -possessed, induce them to believe that 
such a system of education as t hey pledsed, and none other should 
be adopted. Three hundred and fifty-two schools, which is all the 
Priests even claim, would give otie school to every seven parishes in 
Ireland, and this they call educating the people! Have I failed, 
ijay jLo^d, to prov^e the {msition with which Istarted^haye ^ fail^e<| 
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to proVj^thal the Bjoman Gatbolic Clergy hare attempted to close up 
the principal chaooel of Educatioa ip this Country — have I failed to 
show th%t th«y i|re hostile to any description of Education, whether 
Scriptural or otherwise ? I think I have not. I have convicted 
.them upon iheU* own testln^ony — testimony given on oaih, and f 
leave tii^ rest|lt \o jth^ R^oman Catholics themselves. 1 have, before 
Ickm my proof, ^^norher fact to state. It is ai)otfaer description of 
eivideace, ^Ui ^i^e^ing like the former on Roipan Cathylic tes^timoax. 
Thi^fac^ SMgge«Mt a most Ini^pprtant question, namely^ Mf hat course 
the Koman ^tJtitQ^ Clergy of Ireland pursjued with respect to tlie 
^credScriptilf^TWhaft means they adopted to cii.culaie the fev«- 
JatJOQs of .Qod } I would fli^ assert that they negl€3Cte|d> sliaiut;- 
fuUy neglected l^Uduly ; that they allowedl the people^ whose souls 
liad been committed to their care, and of which they will one day 
i^ave to render ^an account, to i*enuin in total ignorance of the fact^ 
that such a bofjk a^ the Scripture^ was in existence. . Is tl^s f charge 
ifaat cannot lie proved? Iwi6hfiom,my heait that it weic, ij^ 
the Kildaierplace Society for proqnoting educational a very respect- 
able Gentleman of the n.a^ie of Dtn^neltan iseinpluyed as an iospec- 
jtor. He was examined by the Commissbners respecting, the fact» 
whether or no the people. wt^re ^urquainted w^th t^e $cripture&'. [ 
shall I'ead an ei(t|-act trom the testimony given by that Gentleman 
upon oath. I am not using my own authority, iH* Protest ftnt authoi- 
rity. J wish to est abU^ my charge against the Roman Catholic* 
Clergy upon Roman Catholic teatimony, and Mr. Donnellan, my 
jLoi'dy is a RomatU' Catholic. He .is asked—" Do you iind ihroiighnu^ 
the country a prevailing igoorancfa of both versions of the ^crip* 
tures?—- Yes, the. most lamentable ignorance in oiu: Kildare-place 
Schools. Do th^e.ct^ildr^n know that the Tcstamient. is the Wor^l 
of God ?— No, they couM ]09l tell tliat, even when i jHit the answer 
into their mouths-— 9nd if tjhe ciiildren of our sdtools are so igiKi- 
rant with such advanjtages, I conclude tlicir parents mubt be more 
so. Do you think the fieasantsconl^, in most ii»iitances, di^ttnguisK 
between a Testament and any other book of the same size tipon a 
religious subject, pnt into .their hands } Upon my word 1 think 
they could scarcely do It, except where the exertions of the Bible 
Society have succeeded. Bur in many parts of ConnaugUt Llie pea- 
sant does not know yvhat a Oible or 1 estatiient is.** 1 -quote fioin 
t^estimony delivered on oath to support the fact, that except whote 
the Bible Societies have succeeded, the peasantry d<inor know that 
the Bible is the Word of God. But such is the vvofse than Cimme- 
fian daikness in which the extensive province of Coonaught issunk» 
that the peasantry there do nut kuow what a Bible or Testament is. 
I would put it to the Roman Catholics, whether they can tor th« 
future continue an organized opfHisiiion to the Bible Societies, when 
it has been proved to them, by a mentbcr of their own ci^^'ed, that 
to such Institutions the people are indebted for. the kwuwledge of 
what a Bible or a'Fest anient is. I think I have now dt'aily esta- 
blished an awful charge againsi ihe Roman catholic clergy, the charge 
of keeping from the people God's best gift to maru Have equat 
|)ainsa I would ask, been taken tr> prtvoni the pe?.»anry from bc- 

G 
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rnming acquainted ivith books of a very different description> whosip 
Tery toach is pollu^^on —books which it is impossible to read with- 
out leaving a taint of depravity on the mind? I will prove by a 
mass of testimony^ froofi which there can be no appeal, tha^ while 
the Book of God was hunted from the Schools, every thing that 
could deprave the mii>d or injure the morals of the children was suf- 
fered to have free course. 1 will read for the meeting a specimen 
of the books found in the schools : w;here these books were read, bad 
the Bible entered, it would have been porsued by the Priest as an ifH 
tolerable nuisance that could not be suffered to remain in the schooF. 
The follov^ing is a list of the book?, and who ever heard of their 
being de^ioonced from the altar, as the Bible has been ?— " Seven 
wis6 Masters and Mistresses of Rome/* — " Irish Rogues and Rap* 
parees,'* — " History of Freney,** — " Redmond 0*Hanlan the Rob- 
ber/' — " Captahi Grant, a gentleman Highwayman/* — ** The Gar- 
den of Love/*—'' The Feast of Love/*—" Moll Flanders/'—" Faw- 
ny Meadows/* — " Devil and Doctor Fatistus/* — " Pastorini's Pro- 
phecies,** -&c. &c.— These are but a few speetmens (said' Mr. 
G vfdon) of what were found in the schools. The catalogue contains 
upwards of ^00 of a simrUr description, and will be found in the 
First Report of the Commif^sioners of Edacation Inquiry. •Now'y 
while there has been a culpable neglect on the part of the Roman 
Catbilic Clergy on the one harnd, of imparting the blessings of 
education to the poor themseWes, there has been an active opposr* 
tfon exhibited by them towards those who were anxious to diffuse a 
avstem of moral and religious education throughout the land ; and 
this op]K>skion has not been confined to scriptural edacation itself; 
but, in their phrenzy, the word of God has been assailed* Nay, we 
have heard the impious wretch who buried that Diving Word with a 
pair of tongs, publicly landed by a man who professes to be a Chris* 
tiah Minister f Have I not, I would ask, my Lord, fully establish- 
ed the proposition laid down by Dr. Doyle, in the'pam^phlet fmm 
which I read the extracts, that the stat« of ignorance and degrada- 
fion in whiich this counuy is sunk, is traceable solely toeffects pro** 
duced by the Rottiish Religion ? Have I not shown thatthe^toiaV 
the lamentable wapt of knowled^ w))ich has been proved to exist, is 
solely attriliutable to the Roman Catholic Clergy ? and having, aa 
I conceive, incontestibly proved tt>e8e points, I shall conclude in the 
wocds of an inspired writer — " My people are destroyed for lack of 
knrtwledfje.*' 

When Capt. Gordon sat down, a person of the name of Conlan, 
who had created some disfarhance at a recent Meeting of the Bible 
Society which was field in Tuilow, presented himself on the plat- 
form^ 

Mr. Newcombe said, that befi)re the person could be allowed 
to ad'ipess the Meeting, it would be necessary to put a few questions 
t& \\\aik0'^ Great vproar. 

' The R!»v. Mr. Frith, then stood forward, and spoke as follows r 
— My fc-ord, at the close of the Meeting yesterday, the person wha 
now stands near me attempted to address your Lordship 5 I then* 
ktittrrupted him ab 1 do now^ not with the intention of claiming 
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|)rec%dence for myself^ far I felt I coald add nothia^ to the effect of the 
coaviocing btateinents made by my friends^ whom you have al- 
ready heard* but for the purpose of showing that it would be degrade 
ingto thi^ respectable Meeting, to allow this person to take any pait 
in the discussion. The adjournment^ however^ being carried la«t 
nighty I was then unable to expose him as I had intended. I will not 
now occupy the Meeting by addresung it at aoy length ; my only 
object is to put this person to the test, by showing who he is, and 
in what character he lately came to the County Wicklow ; you will 
then he enabled to judge how far it will be creditable to the Roman 
Catholics who have come here this day, to commit their cause to 
such an advocate, and to you> my Lord, and this respectable Meet- 
iag, to occupy your time in listening to such a person.-— Stand for* 
ward. Sir, and answer the questions that 1 shall put to you. Did 
you ever see me before ?— 'Yes. In what character did you make 
your appearance in the County Wicklow 3 was it not as a Roman 
Catholic Priest who had renounced the errors of his Church ? — No. 
Did yon challenge the Priests to meet you in public controversy ?— 
Yes, Who prevented you from going forward to the discussion at 
Coolfancy ^— ^You did. Sir, from vanity, because you- wished to go 
youtself. Did you write any letters to me on that occasion ? — No, 
Sir. is this your hand writing?— No. You have not examined 
file writing ? — I know my own hand writing. [Three letters wer^ . 
then read, of which the following are copies :— ] 

(No. I.) 
" To the Rev, if. Moore, Cartiew Castle, Carnew. .. 

9, Upper Sackville street, 
July, ^«d, 1825. 

Dear Sir, — I heard to day from a Gentleman named Carleton,^ 
that a person, calling himself Conlan, and professing to be a Reform- 
ed ftoman Catholic Priest, is in your neighbourhood, and hasbee^i 
recerved by you and tlieRev. Mr. Frith, as being in truth what he 
professes to be. From Mr. C*8. description of him, and of the story 
he te)l3, 1 have little doubt of his being the same person who, in the* 
month of April last, attended the Bible Society Meeting, and made, 
himself known as a Roman Catholic Priest of Maynooth, of the: 
name of Conian, and for several days imposed on mafiy f)ersurui 
here, telling the most extraordinary tales, and making a high pro*" 
i%ssion of Religkin, and finally went off, saying he Was guin^ to 
Kngland. Upon enquiry, , however, all t he statements, he made rela- 
tive to Maynooth, and some other matters, were ascertained to be. 
false, and there was no doubt left on the minds of most who had 
known him, but that he was aii Impostor, and had some sinister 
design, although it was not apparent what that was. I thought 
it would be but kind in me to give you thi:i information, in case it 
were the same person, that you migh^ nut be im|Hisedoii, &c. &c.'* 

f See note l.) E. W. 



NoTB 1— Before the Letter No. I. was received, Conlan had preached 
^veral Sermons in Caruew and the neighbourhood, and had, in every piace^ 
given challenges to the Koma4i Catholic PricsU, 6cc , at length his challtwi;^ 
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(No.n) 

•' To Mr. FHtK 

My dear Sir^ — I seize upon the pres^^nt oppbrt unity of Writing a. 
few iines to you -, thanks be to Uaie Lord, I am spared to this, hhtv > 
leaving you 1 was sorely. tempted bv Satan, my 2^/Aer— yea to put 
an end to my existence. My heart bleed&f^ I aip quite bumbled^ I . 
conM ask the pardon of all 1 iiave decewed. I sbali, till 1 go dow& . 
into the grave, love yon as the instrument in the inand of God to take 
me before i could flee. 1 came to Mr. P*s. despairing of mercy ^ but 
he, on last Sunday, brought home Jesus to me-^a leper greater than 
Naaman. My haughty n&tu^e is humbled, and I could think it a 
Worthy service to unloose the lafchet of his shocsw 1 am unworthy 
to rest under such a Toof. The more you hear of me, the more 
you hear of my lies, I am determined to Ose this tongue in the 
service o( Jesus* that 1 ased in the service of. Satan^ not speaking of 

Irarties, but of the Gospel. Let Mr. F. kno^ how his ministry was 
>1es;ed to m^ A line from you would be a gift. 

1 remain yours, &c. &c.> A. Conlan. 
* * * * * Cooifancy nearly broke my mind down— I am happf 
I'Wiis not in it — 1 mi^ht hrin^ an odium on the cause I would lose 
iny life to defend » * t * *" 
(See note 2,) 

(No, 111:) 

" To the Rev. i^T. Frith, Carnew. 

Bal iy more, Sept. 8th; ]826« 
My Dear. Sir,— 1 take the liberty of wriiing to you— as one of 
the few ChTi$tiQm — when the press teems with- odium on my. 
head, and 1 a^n the 8iK)rt of a cruel public ^ and did 1 4hink they 
made my peace with an offended God, I should be happy to sufter 
tnore, I stm not guilty of any sinister motive'^ but seek the good 
of my benighted countrymen. The po$ition I took was an ttifa- 
mpuson^, under th^ banner of lies ; for bitter and sweet could not 
flow from the saniQ fountain ; you had no needof my lie^ tp advance 
his cau9€. May it be the prayer of all, that my repentance may be 
ill proj>ori]on to my guilt, i never changed my name, nor called 
myself M'Sweeny, as the Carlow Paper said. 1 am guilty of being a 



at Cooifancy was taken up by soniy School 'masteri, and a day appointed foi: 
dinciissioQ. Op tive receipt of the letler, Mr. Frith read it for bijii, and 
charged him with having niadeseyeral statements that proved to be untrue* 
ConUn, after some hesitation, gave quite a different history of biui^lf— ac- 
Icnowledgcd that all he told the Gentlemen at Carnew M'as false, and'pro* 
•tntsed to be Very penitent. It was, however, X>nly by -the most deter* 
niined threats of exposing his character, that he was deterred from attend- 
ing the Meeting at Cooifancy, which occurred the day after bis being de* 
tecteil. Ml. Moore and Mr. Frith attended the Meeting on the day ap- 
pointed,\and stated that they would defend their own cause, and not leavf^ 
it to depend on a stranger, who nii<;ht betray it into tlie hands of their op> 
pouents. The Schootuidsters, however, refubcd to distiiss the subject W'^M|' 
^p^ person except Contau, '< 
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/lor.— ^Vile as 1 hare been in the sight of the Roman Catholics they 
have otfered to get me into Stony Hurst. I ttuffered hunger and 
want } I had to leave the neighbourhood 5 a friend, a fioor Pro« 
tebtant, took i>ity of me here, and invited me to stay with hioiy 
where no one knows who I am, and there 1 labour in the field wHh 
him. May the Lolrd grant me some situation, where 1 will be out 
of thfe reach of t em pt at ion . Can it be possible any Qeni leman conki 
ohwitably give ine an old Logic and Dwi^hts Theology } 1 will 
hle88and pray for Mr. Wynne as an instrument pf calling hie before I 
il^nt further. I am writing a tract entitled ma adnuifntitm io liars, ia* 
terspersed with a brief account of my own life &c« &c. 
(^SeenuteS.)- A. Cenlam'' . 

I shall now^ my Lord, only make one more observation respecting 
the writer of the two last of these letters. — Is a |>erson of his charac- 
ter fit to address an assembly such as this ? ot* can any Christian, 
sect be benefitted by the advocacy of one who acknowledges himself 
to be an hy|fOcriie and a liar ? — before I ait down, I cannot avuiil 
expressing my amazement at the line which Mr. Finn took, in the 
commencement of his speech yesterday evening. In what company 
did he come to this house, when he hit himself warranted toimpugu 
the respectability of those here! assembled. If Dr. Doyle» instead of 
this little Gentleman, had been there at his back, he could not have 
assumed a more triumphant air, when he congratulated himself 
aiid bis Roman Catholic brethren on the absence of the principal 
men of this County. This Meeting required not the presence of any. 
man, ,however high or influential, to add to its respectability. Du 
Mr, Fisbbotirne, ^pd Mr. Hamilton, and the other Gentlemen Iby^ 
whom it has been supported, require an introduction in tlie Town of 
Carlow } If then 1 mu!»t give an answer to the Gentleman when he 
enquires where is Colonel Rochfort ? Where is Colonel Bruen ? My. 
answer will be that of an Irishman. I will answer him by asking 
where is Dr. Doyle ? And if peradventure he sleepeih, or is on a 
journey,, who have come forward as \iis representatives in defence 
of the Citadel of JSx)rae } When ti>at Church is assailed in the man- 
ner she has been this day — will not one of her own liege subjects 
rise up in her defence — must ^he be le^t to depend on stipendiary 
troops for her protection i Will Dr, Doyle, when his doctrines are 
impugned, when he is accused, nay convicted, pf fiervertnig and 
suppressing passages of Scripture — will he allow his defence to rest 
in hands so polluted as are those of this Conlan ? Where then I ask 
again is Dr. Doyle ? Wlvf re is Kinsella ? and why is that man of, 
Tullow (Clowry) absent ? He who so solemnly promised^ at the 
Bible Discussion in this town, '* to be always found prepar^ to de*^ 
fend the doctrines of his Church r** he too is absent, and now desert^ 
those whom he before deluded ? With respect to Mr. Finni perso^ 
nally, 1 must say, that I have no wish to confound his character 

Note 2*— The Letter No. II wa» written from the boiise of a Clergjrniaa 
in tlie County Wexford, some time after Conlan's having been detected. . 

^UTE 3. — The Kcv. Mr. Wynne was on« of the tir^t in the neighboor* 
h9Q(J of C^rnew who siistpected his character. • :• , 
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with that oFtheprrson m wliose company he wai found at this 
Meeting. No, .1 \n\ow that he and his family are respectalilej and 
1 admire the manliuebs and candour with which he came forward 
to defend his religious sentiments ; and have only to lament that 
such zeal and ability were not exerted in defence of a better cause* 
How lamentable that a Gentleman of his rank in life^ and that has 
in other respects got such a liberal education, bhould have all the 
faculties of his soul concerned on the attainment of temporal and 
political advantanges for those of his religious sect. When we bee 
him with all the energies of his mind* engaged for the meat that 
pcrisheth, and refusing with contempt that meat tbatendureth to 
evi;rtasting Life« have we not a practical proof before our eyes of 
the want of a Keforrpation Society, for all ranks and classes of the 
Church of Rome. There is one circumstance favourable to this So* 
ciety that has not been touched on by my friends, which I cannot 
omit mentioning. We are told in the Word of God> " that when the 
fallness of the Gentiles should come in, all Israel should be saved/' 
look then to the signs of the times, one of the seed of Abraham ac- 
•cording to the flesh, has this day made his appearance amongst us, 
and taken a very prominent part in the debate— he now professes to 
he a follower of that Saviour, whom his nation has so long rejected : 
may we not look upon him as an earnest and first-fruit' of the res- 
toration of Israel. To whal class of Christians does he attach him- 
jelf ? Do we find him ranged under the banners of the Church of 
Home } No, he proclaims himself a Protestant, and has shown 
you that the must eminent of his nation were employed in protest- 
ing against the corruptions of the Church of God in their jday 3 that 
Abraham, Moses and Joshua, and Caleb and the Prophets, and even 
Christ himself were, in this respect, Pfoeesfanf^. 

Mr. Gordon— I could ask Mr. Conlan some questions respecting his 
conduct OB the other side of the water, but 1 do not think it is ne- 
cessary, after what has taken place, to occupy the time of the Meet- 
ing farther. I trust, after what has occurred, that there is not a 
single Roman Catholic within these walls who would suffer has cause 
to be disgraced by the advocacy of such an iinpostor. 
' The Rev. Mr. Newcombe stepped forward and asked him-^Did 
you ever iee me before. Sir ? — ^Yes. Did you preach against the 
doctrines of Pbpery in the Baptist Meeting-house in Abbeyleix ?-- 
^es. Mr. Newcombe then addressed the Roman Catholic portion 
of the assembly, and asked them if the^e was a singls individtiai of 
jthen) that would allow their Church to be desecrated by the advocacy 
of a per^oti who had just admitted that he had publicly preaichecli 
against th6 errors of Popery. -^ 

yHt Rev. George Hamilton wished to be allowed to acatiaint the 
Meeting with sotne particulars relative to Conlan, which had coo)e 
tindier his own observation. He was, he believed, the first peraon ia 
Ireland who had detected his character.— (C/jor oar.) 

The Chairman— 1 trust order will be observed. My Roman Cat 
tholic countrymen have not a more sincere friend than I am. As 
Jong as a Roman Catholic is an honest man, he shall not want a 
friend in tne — nor shall he want my purse, ^f he require it. 

Mr. Hamilton resqfped—Tl^e firit interview 1 ever h^d w^h t^lf 
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person was at my own house. He called upon me and told me, th^ 
he had been at Maynootfa, and was intended fur a Priest. That he 
ith that Meminary, haTing changed his religion, and intended to 
proi^ed to Boardeaux, for the jpurpose of joining a fellow.student 
who had also read his recantation, and was earning a livelihood by 
teaching English in Bourdeaux. I asked him what object he had in 
proceeding thither, and he told me he wished to perfeet himself in 
the Hebrew and Syriac languages, in both of which he representeil 
himself to be tolerably well versed. There was a Hebrew Bibte 
lying on the table at the time. He took it up, and like all ignorant 
people, turned the book Ufiside down, and said that he never saw .« 
nicer edition, or better type.^-fAiamgh.^'^l met him the following 
morning, and all I now recollect of his conversation was, that he 
said Dr. Doyle was a WhUe Je$uiL 

Mr. Conlan— The remark of my taking the " Reading-made-easy** 
[i. e. Hebrew BibWl into my, hand, is as false as the other assert ions > 
but if he (Mr. Hamilton) will put hia liand on his heart, and solemn- 
ly affirm the assertion to be correct, 1 will be content to retire with 
ol>liqoy on my back. 

Mr. Hamilton then repeated the assertion, and said that he 
would stake his existence on itstrutli. 

The Chairman — Brother Rdoian Catholics, this man who pre- 
senta himself now to advocate your cause, you hear, admits has de- 
nied you on several occasions. 1 should be happy to hear one of 
yourselves come fiTward, and disclaim any alllanea or coDneetion 
with this man. 

There was here a loud call for Mr. Finn^ and after a few minutoa 
that Crentleman came foiward and 8aid--rMy i<ord, 1 <lo not pre* 
lend to say what the conduct of a Chairman otight to be in a ease 
like the present, nor do I mean in the slightrat degree to offer any- 
thing in the way of dictation to your Lordship y but if I had the 
honor to preside in^ such a meeting as this, and having heard char- 
ges of 80 heinous a nature, which affect in so emmeni a degree the 
character of the individual whose conduct has ocearsioned these obscr- 
vationt, I would, I say, allow that per«on in the first instance to speak 
in vindication of his character ; and whenr he bhould succeed in clear* 
nig that, it. would then be time to see whether he should be per- 
mitted to speak to the general question onder discussion. I never 
aaw the individual until yesterday, nor dkl 1 ever h^r one of lite 
charges made against him until this day. 

It was then agreed that Mr. Conlan alrould be allowed* twenty 
minutes to re|)eT the accusations whieh had heen made atrainst htoK 

Mr. Conlan rose and spoke as follows ^~-'My Lord and Gentlemen^ 
— Rising up as I do, rhe wonderful phenomenon of visciousness and 
depravity, according to the statements uf those Reverend G^nd^ment 
— risirtg, I say, the object of the foulest caU^mny that malevolence* 
eould devise, or bigotry produce -, after they have raked the cajeiv- 
dar ot crime in order to fasten the basest odium on. my cha* 
racter, my bosom pulsates with the throb» of humanity, and wiib- 
tbe keen sensations which, inflicted by the stiletto of detraction, 
wounded me to the core. I am chatrged, my L»rd, with being » 
hy|»oerite> and the foundation on which thiaclur^e\^l^\d/\^Vk'^^^>\^^ 



I was a Proteslant of various cumrnuntQfis under Ihi^t t.6nn« aa(i 
preach«:d against that Religion which 1 now stand forward to de- 
fend. Ab well migbt the Manicbeans have charged Augustin with 
liy|K>crisy, because he once held their tenets, when the conTictiqns 
of his judgment bid him to adopt those of the orthodox Church. Aa 
well. My Lord, might they say»'f read not his works,** as your Lord- 
ship and this assembly cry, '' hear not this man/' But the conclave 
of slander, with all the guile of. their system and the craft of their 
character, have formed this combination of iniquity, in order to 
blight, by the mildew of detraction, all my energiea«-*-They 
•ummon me before a jury sworn to convict me j they damn ipy ch^ 
iracter and my religion, without the sympathy of charity, or the voice 
of justice t0 be heard to my defence. Yes, my Lord, they have 
forged this base production, In order to mantle my shoulders with 
'the greater odium-*t hey have fringed that robe with all those names 
of degradation that can speckle my character, as a viper of the mosjt 
pernicious class. They have associated my religion with fay name, 
so that thtt btreaks of honor reflected from the one may embroider 
the oiben They have called me a stipendiary ; but what is my sa* 
lary ? or from wbeoce proceeded it ? Tl\ey have asserted that I 
«vas an emissary from that venerable Society whose name electrifies 
the nerves of a Bibleman-^tbat 1 was an emissary to destroy social 
order. Heavens! let the perceptive powers of judgment's keu be* 
hold, in' the absurdity of those statements, the refutation of the ca-* 
lumnies.— I have been interrogated with the authoritative scowl of 
a Star Chamber Inquisitor } my candour winced not from the ques* 
lions , because the integ rity of my principles enabled me to biil de- 
fiance tb the forgeries, of this pandemonium. I say, I questioned 
'not the authority tp ask me, though I cuuld do so ; 1 scorned to 
lurk in such a covert. They have murdered my character, if their 
assertions are to be taken for truth. If they considered me such a 
dii>grace to Catholicity, why did not that man who has charged 
me before the tribunal of my feHow«citi;^n&, and endeavoured, by 
one crushing effort, lochaunt the dirge of my existence— why did 
he not, when the press teemed with the news of my re-entrance into 
the Church of Rome— and that vehicle of slander, 'his auxiliary in 
the bacred work of detraction, endeavoured to sully my name by 
the basest. imputati(ins-*why did he not then come forwacd and 
dedounce me as a liar, villain, hypocrite, and every thing he baa 
this day stated? No, he omened, from the diversity of opinion 
adopted by me from Bible reading, that my intellect would not 
long moor in the harbour of Popt*ry. But, to his pain, his predic* 
tinns have been fallacious. The Tullow proceedings have aroused 
his ire, and fearing lest I should expose the Augean mass of absurd- 
principles that chequer the character of the Evangelicals, he says, 
** 'tis better to fetter him by this charge in the sepulchre of silence, 
where the grating tone of his language shall not sound on the de- 
licate organs of Bibieinen, nor devetope to the thinking part of 
creation, the chaotic elements of ilieir system/' Such, 'my Lr)rd 
aud gentlemen, sucl^ is the foilom hope of these proceedings, if, 
my brethren J I am to retiie from this meeting withtmt being heard 
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ki defence of ray religion, I shall retire retting on that Corinthian 
pillar which shall support nie^ while ihetr bigotry murmers in dis- 
cordaot whistling around my head. I shall retire with that superidr 
consciousness, which every man of integrity possesses in his bosom, 
that 1 have fearlessly this day done my duty to God, my religiod 
and my country. I have been bearded by calumnies, lauded in the 
ribaldry of Billingsgate i but the shield of honesty, buckled on my 
shoulders^ wards off the Lernean-dipt shafts of rabid bigotry. I 
shall retire, having the balm of truth to salve the wounds inflicted 
on my nature and characi>er this day. I go with victory— for their 
calumnies prove the wrathful struggles of an expiring faction* But 
you, my Lord« have hoisted the aristocratic flag of despotism — you 
have commanded mc to lie still, while the poignard inflicts the 
deadly wound. You have ordere.l me not to speak ; your Lordbhip' 
should beware ; you should tread timidly — "They who live in glass 
houses should not throw stones,** You, to whose name and to 
whose family the lines of the Poet were applied by the best pencil that 
could portray the original-^** Nee v'tr honestus, nee casta famina."* 
By this judge and this jury I am tried : judge ye the verdict. 

When Mr. Conlan had concluded, Mr. Gordon rose and said, that 
if no other speaker presented himself, he would beg leave to move 
that the meeting adjourn. — (Great uproar J 

Counsellor Finn here presented him&elf, and said — 1 beg leave, 
my Lord, to make a few observations in reply to what has fallca 
from my Scotch Friend, if he will allow me — and he appears to bo 
a very good humoured man — to call him so. A person would sup- 
pose from his statement that Scotland was an Island of Saints in 
place of Ireland, and as the former was peopled from this country, 
pertiaps she may have stronger claims to the appellation than the 
Scotch Captain supposes. He appeared to lay great stressupon the 
passages which he read from a pamphlet written by the Rev. Df- 
Doyle, because that Divine denounced his flock for the crimes of 
which they had been guilty. 1 do not think that this is so unusual 
in places of worship. What are^il sermons and exhortations com- 
posed of but denunciations against sinners for their crimes ? and even 
the records of the Bible Society itself, I apprehend, would furnisb 
extiacts as fully descriptive of the enormities committed by Bible 
readers as those referred to by the Soctch Captain. — We have heard 
England, the hot-bed of Bible readers, denounced as a howling wiU 
derness, where every sort of crime is committed, notwithstanding: 
that the people are in possession of this Book which it is contended 
will cure ail evils. Now, feliowconntrymen, I would ask, witK 
these facts before your eyes;, is it fair for people unacquainted with ui 
and our habits, publicly to state that there is scarcely an honest man 
amongst us, and because we are poor Papists we should be cut 
down and cast into the flames ? 

Mr. Gordon — No, no ; I said no such thing. I give you — and I 
believe my Roman Catholic friends deserve it — a better character 
than Dr. Doyle does. The words I utfed were his, not mine. 

Mr. Finn resumed — Perhaps if you examine the Statute Book 

*'the character of the speaker is at once dev«>loped by the inipadent false- 
hood of this allusion ; for from youth to age, the conduct of the £arl of 
AifOBOBouGu ha^been urimpeached, aud ua\ii\^t%cVaSQ\^% 

W 



52 

t 

Tou will find a better cause for the ignorarice of the people than 
ihar pointed out by the Gentleman on the other side. Ho^ lone:, 
may 1 ask, is it since the statute was repealed which conf^igiied any 
JRoman Catholic Priest to death who was found' instructing his|>eople? 

Mr. Gordon — Fifty-two years. , 

Mr. Finn — Well, fifty^two years; and yet the Gentleman who 
has just affor: led nie the infornnation, makes it a serious charge 
against the Roman Catholic Clergy, that thirty years ago, just 
twenty-twoyeari after (he law had been repealed wiiich mad*; it fe- 
lony to teach the people, not one in ten could read. I believe the 
Gentleman will now find that one in two of the peasantry in Ireland 
can read. 1 have heard that prc^vious to the union between England 
and Scotland the Scotch were fully as illiterate as the Irish were at 
fioy period of history. But when the Union took place the Scotch 
became educated, because the l^Jnitcd Parliament enacted a law 
which gave the people the benefit of education ; but in Ireland, 
fifty-two yeais ago, a bloody statute interposed between the Clergy 
and their flobks, and what was the effect of a legislative enactment 
is npw attempted to be attributed to the gross and wilful negligence 
of the Priesthood. But, my countrynjen, it is too ridiculous to fol- 
lovir my Scotch fiiend further u()on that topic. He says that Roman 
Catholics do not make any exertion to educate the poor. Is that 
the fact ? There is a Nunnery within a few bundled yards of where 
1 stand, in which from two to three hundi^ed females are educated, 
both iu morality and religion, and they are taught to return home 
and infuse into the minds of their families the principles which have 
been inculcated upon themselves. — Look to the works these children 
produce. There is no Protestant. Institution, even in my friend's 
boasted Scotland, aye, and I will give him England into the bar- 
gain, can surpass them. These effects are produced by the exert ions 
of twelve young ladies, and if Mr. Gordon would not consider him- 
self s\3nk in the sloujj^h of Popery by visiting a Convent, and will 
accomp>*ny me, hw shall judge for himself whether the facts I have 
stated are true or not. Nothing has occurred except in one instance 
to disturb the harmony of this meeting. VVe have 'differed, it is true, 
upon the efleots which this vSociety are likely to produce, but we 
have differed like Christians and Gentlemen. I trust in the discussion 
which tias taken place that we have derived a little rxiore charity 
from each other, and I trust that my fellow-countrymen will long 
pontinue to cherish the kindliest feelings for their neighbours, no 
matter what may be their religious opinions or sentiment^!. Mr. Finn 
tat down amidst general applause fri»m all parts of the assembly. 

Mr.CqnIan again presenter! himself to the notice of the Meeting. 

The Cl'airman however interfered, and stated that the time he 
demanded for hia vindication had been granted, and as he sat down 
before the expiration of that period he could not be again permitted 
lu address the Meeting. 

Mr. Benedict Hamilton (Lord of the Manor of Carlow,) 
rose and said — After the able and eloquent display of ability 
\i> support af»d opposition to tt)e measures submitted to your Lord^ 
^hip ^nd this Meeting, particularly upon the part of Counsel lor Fini^j 
>Vhp&e brilliancy of reasoning cannot be surpas^d, little, ] am 
S^9H"j j}^^ ^^ep Mt fof pMi tQ^dd, It pon^eiye^ however, 1 would ill 
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'discharge the duty f owe the community as a member of Society, 
and the Established Church, to which I behmg, should IsufiPer the 
<*xemplary charactt^r^ who have supported such resohitions, and the 
persons composing this Meeting, io sepcrate wifhout ofTeiing 
my sentiments \ipon this momentous occasion — serious in its 
nature, as well as can be conceived at this side of the grave. No 
man^ my Lord, ca:^ regret more sincerely than I do, the unhappy 
occurrence which took place to distuib the harmony of this Meet- 
ing vkiihin a short period, and although I fully agree wi h the 
spirit and humanity of the constitution and laws of itngland which 
declare all men irniocent, charged wiih crime, until convicted upon 
clear and unquestiotiuble tettimony, yet, if the solemn assurance of 
one of the brightest ornaments of Society is de^ervingof credit, the 
intiividual who aUtmpicd to force himself upon this Meeting mu^t 
appear one of the most dispicable characters that ever disgraced hu< 
man nature -, for he stands convicted upon his own letters, and his de- 
tection by the Rev, Geo. Hamilton, as being tlie common de-;crter of 
all parties. No measures appear too hideous for his undertaking : he 
cannot be countenanced by any man, for he smiles but to betray; and 
sincerely, r.iy Lo;d, I do congratulate the Roman Catholics who have 
lefiised to have their cause advocated by such an individual* The 
motives for which this Meeting has been reqtiesteJ, I apprehend, are 
lo give the bigoted and irreligious an opportuni'y of forming a just 
sense of our religion, and the Sacred Volume upon which we are to 
erect our hope or fear of future reward or punishment, when before 
the throne of Heaven we shall appear to hear judgment "according 
to our works :" — to point out the errors of the Church of Rome, and 
to give the illiterate and unenlightened an opportunity of freeing; 
themselves from the undue influence of Uoman Catholic Clergymen 
— making a proper use of the faculties which the Almighty has been 
pleased to bestow upon each of us : to discounten:inc(^ superstition 
and Idolatry — and, from a correct version of the Holy Bible, lo give 
cveiy individual in Society an opportunity, if he can, ut forming a ra- 
tional opinion for himself: — measures, my Lord, so moral, appa- 
rently to my undei'standing, that 1 confess myself at a los^ to know 
lipon what principle they can be op)iosed by any bping blessed with 
common intellect, Such, my Lord, appear tu me the motives which 
have induced the deputation from our sister kingdom to appear bt- 
tore your Lord^liip and this Meeting to-day — motives, my Lord, a£ t 
hmnbly conceive, never to be sufficiently admired. In support of the 
charges against Roman Catholic Clergymen, and in pio )f that there 
exist many err>*rs in the Church of Rome, instances of superstition* 
idolatry, and bigotry, innumerable, have been adduced .ind prov^dj 
beyond poa»it>iliry of doubt -, and, my I^rd, though 1 haveno wish 
whatever to wound the feelings of Di. Doyle, i regret to say, and I 
proclaim to your Lordship and every individual who hears me, that 
it is mtnifest from what has been sh(»wn, iie has been guilty of a 
dereliction of hi^ duty to the Roman Catholic hity immediately 
under his care — of impiety ! and that he has resored lo measures Imj- 
ncat h t lie dignity of a moral character, to es' abli^jh a supposed right to 
Worship Angela, by having quoted part of the last chajittT €>f 
S.iini John's Revelations, where, John says, "that having beards^ cU 
things I fell down to woiship at the Vcv^l \il VYvt Kv\%A;' wA V^n\\x^ 
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suppretstd ih% tuUequent explanatory vei§e, wherein the Angtl says 
to hitii *' see ihou doit nut, 1 am thy fellow servant, worship Gud.**. 
1 am ncit coinpetent, my Lord, to enter into theological reasoninc^ ; 
but having expressed my opinion, from what I have heard from 
the enlightened Genlleinen who have sjioiien so fully and ably upon 
the character and conduct of Dr. Doyle as a Roman Catholic Bishops 
I feel that I am bound to show the motives upon which 1 have 
founded such opinion -, and I may add, without po^bibility of contradic- 
tion, that the individual who suppresses — as in the instance I have 
already mentioned — any part of the Scriptures which in justice and 
candour he was bound to have quoted, such individual, in so doing, 
has been guiliy of fraud : and 1 may apply the terms Idolatry and Im- 
piety. The charge has been made in plain and bimple language, that 
every man can comprehend ; the Sacred Volume has been produced 
to authenticate the fact, and no champion that has appeared to 
\indicate the conduct of the members of the Church of Rome, has 
had theaudactty to at tempt either to disprove or falsify the assertion. 
I must coiibequently take it for granted, the charge is established. 
1 ha\c to apologise for having thu:: long trespassed ujurn the time of 
your Lorddhip and this Meeiing ^ 1 cannot however, linally take 
leave of this iJiibject, without ofieiing a few observations upon what 
has fallen from a Gentleman who opposed the resolutions ; who, in 
ianguac^e and temper not the most refined, has thought prc^per to 
be rather personal with the Gentlemen who formed the deputation 
fiom the other side ot the water : he demanded who they are ? from 
whence came they, and what is to be their reward ? To the fiist ques- 
tion I ansuer, though 1 know them nor, their education, depth of 
research, and appearance upon this occasion, if a doubt remained on 
ii»y mind, are sufficient proofs that they are of rank and dignity. From 
whence they came can be of liitle moment — they have brought with 
them a s'rongand, I make no doubt, a sincere desire to raise us from 
a slate of miserable bigotry, supersiiiion.and ignorance — to engraft 
upon our minds a correct idea of the nature and efficacy of the in- 
spired work, upon which, as 1 have already mentioned, we must all 
build our hope of salvahon : and, with resj)€Ct 'xj reward, 1 answer 
they seek no pecrmiary remunei*ation for their good wcrks. But my 
Lord, when the mehsenger of Heaven arrives to demand a resigna- 
tion of their exiaience 5 when chnined upon the bed of sickness, and 
the fi ozen arm of death is extended to extinguish the vital spark, a re- 
collection of the duties discharged by them upon this occasion, will 
at once allay the f^angs they might otherwise feel in their expiring 
moments, and enable theui to meet with }deasuie the exctiangt: 
between an earthly and Heavenly existence: and hnally, my Lord, 
when the colli ami silent grave has closed upon their remains; 
when the curtain of lite has fallen, that must hide for ever from their 
view the sorrows and sufferings of this world. Oh ! may that Power 
with uho:o are deposiied the *' issues of life and death," return 
ten thttusand fold, an act of mercy and kindness shown by them to 
the unhappy peas:^ntry of this country — never to be forgotten while 
the breuin of lite can animate a grateful bosom. 

Lord Aldb!»roiigh was then moved out of the Chair, and the Lord 
of the Manor being called thereto, the thanks of the Meeting wertt 
voted bv acclamation to nis Lordship, and the Meeting ae^tarated. 
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